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superyisiolL  saves  I)oiler
AMERICAN  DISTRICT  TELEGRAPH  CO. :

At   four   a.in.   on   September   30   the
writer  received  a  call  from  one  of  your
guards   who   had   investigated   a   signal
recorded   at  your  main   office  indicating
either  low  water  or  high  steam  pressure
in  our boiler.  He  checked  it  immediately
and phoned the writer at his home to the
effect   that   the   boiler  was   carrying  too
much steam pressure.

Information   that   would   give   tempor-
ary  relief  was  furnished  over  the  phone
and  the  writer  immediately  came  to  the
shop   to   find   out  what  was  wrong   and
take  care  of  it.  For  some  reason  or  an-
other  our  safetly  valve  on  the  boiler  did
not  operate  as  it  should  have  and  due
to   the   fact   that   our   heaters   were   not
taking  up  the  steam  the  pressure  went
far   beyond  the   point   of  safety.

This   is,   in   my   opinion,   service   per.-
sonified.  If  your  guard  had  not  handled
the   emergency   so   efficiently  it  is   more
than  likely  that  we  would  have  had  a
broken  boiler  and  would  have been  with-
out   heat   for   several  weeks.   The  rapid
attention  you  gave  to  the  situation  has
saved  us  more  than  the  annual  cost  of
your  protection  service.

`   T.   C.   MCHUGH

Tool & Machine Products Company
Cleveland,  Ohio

Impressed I.y Promptness
AMERICAN  DISTRICT  TELEGRAPH  CO. :

We  have your  report  on the  attempted
burglary at  our  place  and certainly want
to   thank   you   for   the   prompt   service
rendered.   It   makes   us   appreciate   the
protection  for  which  we  have  contracted.

C.  A.  MEILICKE
Meilicke  Systems,  Inc.
Chicago,  Ill.

oli  tlLe   covel?
Chicago's  beautiful Museum  of Science

and   Industry   on   the   shores   of   Lake
Michigan  is  shown in  this  air view taken
just  before  sunset.  The  group  of  build-
ings is protected by ADT Aero Automatic
Fire Alarm Service.  Morris Aerial Photo.

A   NATION-WIDE
0 R CAN I ZAT I 0 N
The   Amei.ican   Disti.ict   Telegi.apli   Com-
pany  (A.D.T.) , founded in 1873, is the only
nation-wide  oi.ganization  specializing  ex-
clusively in the manufacture, installation,
maintenance  and  operation  of  electrical
supervisory and alarm systems for protec-
tion  against  fire,  burglary  and  intrusion,
w,itchman  supervision, etc.

A.D.T.  Ce,ntral  Station  Protection  Ser-
vices ai.e avail`able im more than 350  cities
and towns in the United States. In this type
of   sei.vice  the  pi.otection   system  in  the
subsci.iber's  premises  is  connected  to  an
outside A.D.T. Central St.ation which pi.o-
vides   continuous   electrical   supervision,
tl.ansmits alarms to the fire and police de-
partments   and   investigates   trouble   and
other  emergency  signals.

Outside of Centrail Station areas, A.D.T.
installs  protection  equipment  for  owner
operation,  with  visual  or  audible  signals
within  the  protected  premises  and,  when
desired,  direct-wire  connections to  police
or fire departments. In exceptionally large
establishments,  systems  may  be  installed
to   opei.ate  tlirough   owner-operated  pro.
pl.ietary  central  stations  on  the premises.

Whether  the  system  operates  through
an A.D.T. Centi.al Station or is of the local
or  proprietary  type,  A.D.T.  provides  pe-
r.iodic   inspections,   systematic   tests   and
complete maintenance by an organization
trained  and  experienced  in  this  type  of
work. Without  this  specialized  attention
there _is linle assurance that any protective
signaling   system  will  operate  when  an
emergency  ari,ses.

A.D.T.  Protection  Services  include  the
following systems :
SPRINKLER   SUPERVISORY   AND   WATERFLOW
ALARM : Summons fire fighting forces when
sprinkler operates. Maintains a continuous
autom.itic   check   on   shut-off  valves   and
other points  controlling water supply.
AERO    AUTOMATIC    FIRE     DETECTING    AND
ALARM SYSTEM :  Detects fire and summons
fir.e  department  automatically.
WATCHMAN     SUPERVISORY     AND     MANUAI,
FIRE  ALARM:   Investigates  any  failure  to
signal  Central  Station.  Includes  Manual
Fire Alarm Boxes to  summon the fire de-
partment quickly and accurately.
BURGLAR   ALARM:   Automatically   detects
unlawful  entry  or  intrusion  and  initiates
immediate  investigation.
HOLDup  ALARM:  Summons  police  in  case
of  attack  by  bandits  and  in  other  emer-
gencies.

Also:   Automatic  Fire  Control  for  Air
Duct   Systems!   Heating   System   and   In-
clustrial   Process   Supervision   and   other
miscellaneous supervisory services.

• E D ITORIAL .

Wintel.   Worries
Heating   hazards,   which   are   so   ably

discussed  on  page  7  by  Roi  8.  Woolley,
are  only  one  of the worries which  plague
property   owners  during  winter  months.

Unless   proper   precautions   are  taken
before   the    temperature    drops,    severe
losses  may  result   I rom   freezing,   espec-
ially  of  water  supplies  for  sprinkler  sys-
tems   and   other   fire-fighting   equipment.

Most  important  is  the  maintenance  of
temperatures   above   40°F.   in   all  build-
ings   equipped   with   wet-pipe   sprinkler
systems.  Valves  for  dry-pipe  systems  in-
stalled  in  unheated  areas  likewise  should
be  protected  against  freezing,  preferably
by  heated   enclosures.

Dry-pipe   system   air   pressure   should
be  checked  contiliually  to  prevent  acci-
dental   tripping   which   in   cold   weather
can   result   in   a   costly   freeze-up.   It   is
also   important   to   check   the   piping   in
such  systems  to  be  sure  that  it  pitches
to  drain  and  that  low  points  do  not  ac-
cumulate condensate.

Gravity   tanks   are   another   cause   of
worry   because,    being    located    out   of
doors,  they  are  subject  to  serious  dam-
age   if   the   water   freezes.   It   is   highly
important  that  the  tank  heater  be  care-
fully  maintained.  The  water temperature
should   be   checked   continually   so   that
immediate  action  can  be  taken  if  it  be-
comes  dangerously low.  Leaks, no matter
how  small,  should  be  repaired  as  soon
as  possible  to  assure  a  proper  supply  of
water  and  to  prevent  ice  accumulations.

Many   of   these   dangerous   conditions
can  be  overcome,   or  the  results  greatly
minimized,   through   ADT   Central   Sta-
tion   Sprinkler   Supervisory   and   Water-
flow  Alarm  Service  which  automatically
detects     and     reports     conditions     that
might   cripple  the   sprinkler   equipment.
In   addition,   the   service   summons   fire-
fighting  forces  when  water  flows  eithei.
as  a  result  of fire  or  a serious  leak.

This   service   often   is   combined   with
ADT   Heating   Supervision,   which   auto-
matically   warns   of  low  room   tempera-
tures,  low  water  or  low  steam  pressure
in   boilers,   low   stack   temperature   and
other   abnormal   conditions    of   heating
systems.

Central  Station  Supervision  is  the  ob-
vious answer to such winter worries.
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All  articles  Printed  are  the  individual  opinions  of the  authors.    To  insure delivery of your copy of THE A.  D. T. TRANSMITTER each  month,  kindly notify the editor of any change in address.

PAGE  2 The   A.D.T.   Transmitter



J%
#TRANshAITTER

_                                              ------------------                                                                                        _              -------------    _ -------I-:--_---Li__                         -

VOL.  xx                                                                                        NOVHMBER,1948                                                                                           No.  io

FINI)S CAMERA TIIEFT NO SNAP
Armateur  Photographer9s  Shot at  Burglary  Brings  Hirm
Negative Results as ADT Alarrm Systerr. Exposes Intruder

A  clarinet-tooting  shutter-bug  of  De-
troit  who  thought  he  had  hit  upon  the
perfect  setup  for an easy  and  profitable

burg-lary,    i\-as   a   per-
fect   picture   of   dejec-
tion as he I)osed for the
police photographer on
October 2.

The  24-year-old  cul-
prit,    Walter    Vukish,
alias Ubisky, whose po-
lice  record  dates  back

to  November  1943,  was  captured  in  the
premises   of   the  Uptown   Radio   Com-
pany,  Detroit,  as  he  was  attempting  to
remove   nearly   $2,000   worth   of   mer-
chandise from the store.

Vukish plotted the burglary very care-
fully  and  thoroughly  famil.iarized  him-
self with the inside of the store. He had
planned to load the loot into  one  of the
store's  own  trucks,  which  is  kept  inside
the  building,  and   drive  away  with  it.
But    through    disastrous    oversight    he
completely  failed  to  tak-e  the ADT  Bur-
glar  Alarm  System  into  consideration.

ADT  guards  and  Detroit  police  who
rushed   to   the   scene   when   a   burglar
alarm  was  received  at  2:44  a.in.  found
the  wily  intruder hiding in a tiny closet
in the front of the store, huddled on top
of a gas meter. Piled in the truck, ready
for removal, was a miscellany of expen-
sive articles, hurriedly garnered, includ-
ing  many  valuable  cameras  and  other
photographic equipment, binoculars, two
electric   razors,   a   clarinet   and   a   lef [-
handed  baseball  glove.

The  versatile  Vukish  had  entered  the
building  by  breaking  through  an  ADT-
protected    skylight     from     which     he
dropped  fifteen  feet  to  the  floor  below.

Arrested  on  charges  of  breaking  and
entering,  he  was  subsequently  released
under $10,000 bond.

NOVEMBER,    1948

CRAMPED    QUARTERS-I:_ncom!orta-`
bl,e alosct-ouboryhale wl.ere officers I ound
Vuhisl.   ha.ddled   oi.   top  of   gas   meter

INCAPACITATED  BY  ILLNESS
Fast action by an ADT guard on Sep-

tember  10 brought  quick  assistance to  a
Massachusetts  bank  watchman  who  had
reported  by  telephone  that  he  was  too
ill  to  start  his  4:30  a.in.  round.

When the  guard  arrived  at  the  build-
ing  a  few  minutes  later,  he  discovered
the  front  door  open  and  the  watchman
lying on a  bench in a  serious  condition.

The  police  were  quickly  notified  and
an   ambulance   was   dispatched   to   re--
move  the  ailing  man  to  a  hospital.

AI.AmTMI]NT  IIouSH  IILAzl]
Firemen  were  called  to  the forty-mil-

lion-dollar   Parkchester   apartments   in
the  Bronx,  N.  Y.,  on  September  30  to
extinguish  a  blaze  which  broke  out  in
an  upholstered  chair in  the  living  room
of  a  first-floor  apartment.

The big development is equipped with
ADT Manual  Fire Alarm  Boxes,  one  of
which  was   operated  at  5:13   p.in.  The
fire  apparatus  arrived  quickly  and  eas-
ily  extinguished  the  blaze.  Loss  $50.

JUST   A   FLASH`  IN   THE_ PAN   -__This   i,s   i.h_e_as§ortmqu   of   s_to.ck   sale.c.ted_-grJy~6w;gikar; -I-dr;-I-asl  removal  frorm  radio  store.  ADT  al,arirb  interrupted  operations
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BURGLARY

MIDNIGHT  MAN  HUNT
Police and Guard Aid Watchir.an
ln Ferreting Out Clothing Thief
At   12:10   a.in.   on   October   12,  J.   J.

Corcoran,   watchman   for   the   Chicago
clothing firm of Henry C. Lytton & Sons,
thought   he   heard   someone   prowling
about on the thirteenth  floor of the mil-
lion-dollar building.  He quietly notified
the  ADT  Central  Station.  In  four  min-
utes  the  premises  were  surrounded  by
police and ADT guards.

`One  of  the  guards  made  his  way  to

the  thirteenth  floor  where  he  found  the
fire  escape  doo`r  open.  He  started  down
the fire escape, but when he came to the
tenth-floor  landing  he   found  the  door
open  and  a  coat  lying  on  the  floor.  In-
side he found  one  of the  rooms in com-
plete  disorder,  with  quantities  of  coats,
shoes  and  shirts  piled  up   ready  to  be
taken away.

The  guard  called  one  of  the  patrol-
men  stationed  below,  and  after  a  short
search  the  two  men  discovered  George
Davis,   18  years  old,  crouched  under  a
desk.   It  appeared  that  he  might  have
had  an accomplice  but none was  found.
The   prisoner  was   taken  to  the   police
station  where  he  was  held  on  a  charge
of burglary.

The  owner  reported  that  nothing was
missing  from  the premises.

STOI]   SI.GN

A   Cleveland   burglar   not   only   at-
tempted  to  steal  three  radio  sets  from
the  Rudy   Fick  Auto   Agency   on   Sep-
tember 6,  but he also  planned to escape
with his loot in one of Mr.  Fick's brand-
new  automobiles.

Early  in  the evening  Guard  Reyno'1ds
investigated  a  burglar  alarm  from  the
building  but  found  nothing  disturbed.
At  that  time  four  new  cars  were  lined
up  in  the  rear  of  the  shop.  However,
when   a  second  alarm  was  received  at
9:12  p.in.  and  Reynolds  again  hurried
to  the  agency,  he  found  one  of the cars
just  inside  the  door.  Three  new  radios
were on the front seat.

Reynolds  promptly  called  the  police
who   discovered   George   Kocjancic,   29
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years old, hiding under a truck. Kocjan-
cic  admitted  that  he had  driven  the  car
to the door and was about to leave when
Reynolds  arrived  on  the  scene.

The    burglar   entered    the   building
through an unprotected side window, but
inside he revealed his presence  when he
intercepted   the   beam   of   an  ADT  In-
visible Ray Device.

There  was  no  loss.

SIXTY-SHC®ND   WOItK®UT
Split-second   teamwork   between   the

ADT Central Station and Tacoma police
resulted   in   the   speedy   capture   of   a
burglar  who  was  attempting  to  flee  the
premises of the Diamond Shop early on
the morning of October 4.

One   minute   after   a   burglar   alarm
from  the  ADT-protected  jewelry   store
had   been   transmitted   over   the   police
radio,  officers  arrived  on  the  scene  and
apprehended the  intruder  who  was hid-
ing  in  a  doorway  a  few  steps  from  the
shop.

Investigation   disclosed   that   the   at-
tacker had smashed a pane of glass in an
entrance  door and had  removed the top
of a showcase inside the store. When he
realized  that  his  presence  had  been  de-
tected, he fled  in such  confusion that he
dropped various  items  of jewelry  along
the sidewalk.

BACK IN BUSINESS
Eec-Convict  Adm;i,.s  Two  Attacks
On ADT-Protected I ewelr)/ Stores
While groups of late evening strollers

watched  from  below,  Baltimore  police-
men  climbed a  fire escape  on the build-
ing  of  the  Howard  Street  Jewelers,  on
September  15,  to  capture  an  ex-convict
who   confessed   to   at   least   one   other
attempted  burglary  in  the  city.

Responding to an ADT Burglar Alarm
at  1:44  a.in.,  the  officers  found  that  the
building  had  been  entered  through  an
unprotected  fire  escape  window.  Some
of   the   men  .surrounded   the   building
while others  ascended  the  fire escape to
the   third   floor.   There   they   noticed   a
stirring  in  a  pile  of  papers  in  a  corner
and   at  the   officers'   command  the  bur-
glar emerged with his hands up.

The   police   identified  their   prisoner
as J. R. Reardon,  recently released from
a  Maryland  prison  after  serving  eight
years for a jewel robbery.

Investigation  I-evealed  that  the  alarm
had  been  caused  by  an  attempt to  force
an  ADT-protected  door  leading  to  the
lower   floors  of  the   store.   When   ques-
tioned, the burglar admitted that he had
tried  to  loot  the  Castleberg  Jewelers  on
September  12,  but  he  had  fled  when  he
set  off  an  ADT  Burglar  Alarm.

_r\To  loss  was  reported  by  either  store.

WOUL.DN'T.  POSE. FOR  PICTUR_I_E. I  Captpred  cri_wit.al  b.eing  I,ed  from  jewelry
store .7.e.  tried  tq  .burglarize  fro_  B.altim.ore,  kyide.s  his  face  froth  co_Lm-era.  RecemTy
compzeting  an  eight-year  stretch  in  prison,  he  has  been  sentenced  to  eight  mo;e
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An    extremely    careful    Jersey    City
burglar who  took time to  shovel  broken
glass  from  the  sidewalk  after  smashing
a   haberdashery   window   with   a   rock,
obviously   did   not   consider   the   ADT
Burglar Alarm System.

On  the  evening  of  September  28  he
broke  a  glass  panel  in  the  door  of  Leo
Gottlieb's  men's  shop.  After  pausing  a
moment to  clear away the debris  with a
shovel,  he  entered  the  store  and  helped
himself  to  a  dozen  pairs  of  socks.

The thief was just emerging from the
store  with ahis  booty  when  a  police  car
pulled   up   at   the   door.    The    officers
promptly  collared  the  culprit  who  was
held  on  a  charge  of  breaking  and  en-
tering.

CIIISELERS
A  daring  attempt  by  two   Cleveland

burglars  to  chisel  their  way  through  a
brick  wall  of  the  Hadlock  Krill  Com-
pany  was  thwarted  by an  ADT  Burglar
Alarm  System  on  the  morning  of  Oc-
tober 8.

The  pair  forced  open  an  unprotected
window  land,   upon   entering,   unknow-
ingly  intercepted  the  beam  of  an  ADT
Invisible  Ray  Device.  Then  they  started
to  cut  through  the  wall  t,o  reach  a  safe
in an inner office.

Police  officers,   who  were   already  in
the area when the alarm was received at
12:36   a.in.,   came   upon   the   chiselers
hiding  in  a  corner  of  a  rear  garage.

No loss was reported by the owner.

JUST  IN  TIMI]
A New Haven barge captain owes his

life   to    police   and   firemen   who    re-
sponded   to   an   ADT  alarm   turned   in
when  the  skipper  recently  tumbled  into
the waters of Long Island Sound.

The  accident  occurred  when  the  52-
year-old  mariner  slipped while  attempt-
ing  to  step  from  the  wharf  of  Wyat[,
Inc.,  to  the  deck  of  his  barge.  A  com-
pany  watchman  noticed  the  man  floun-
dering  helplessly  in  the  water  and  im-
mediately   operated   an   ADT   Holdup
Alarm   Device,   transmitting   an   alarm
to  the  police  department  at  8:49  p.in.

Responding  policemen  looped  a  sus-
taining   line  about  his   body  and  sum-
moned   the    fire   department.    Firemen

NOVEMBER,   1948

succeeded  ill  briliging  the  unconscious
man  ashore  where  an  inhalator  was  ap-
plied  for  several  minutes  before he was
removed  to  the  hospital.  At  11  p.in.  he
was  reported  to  be  out  of  danger.

SMALL  FRY  IN  SMALL  TRY

At  3:05  p.in.  on  a  recent  Sunday  po-
lice    approached    the    State    Bank   of
Toledo  with  drawn  guns.  An  ADT-pro-
tected  rear  window  had  been  smashed
and  the  responding  officers  were  ready
for  any  emergency.

Suddenly  a  lookout  shouted  a  warn-
ing  and  ran  off  as  fast  as  his  stubby
legs  could  carry  him.  Their  only  ave-
nue of escape cut off, the would-be bank
robbers   emerged   with   as  much   assur-
ance  as  a  pair  of  nine-year-olds  could
muster.

No  state-wide  man  hunt  is  in  prog-
ress for the six-year-old lookout. A care-
ful  check  of  neighboring  nurseries  will
do the trick.

FIRE
-`,^

ARSO,N SUSPECTED
Airtorn,atic Alarnt. System, Reveals
Twin Outbreaks in Boas  Factory

A  disgruntled  ex-employee  of  the  In-
dianapdlis  Wirebound  Box  Company  is
b'eing. sought  by  police  on  suspicion  of
having  started  two  fires  on  October  5
which  Ihight  have   caused  heavy   dam-
age   if   they   had   not   been   promptly
detected and extinguished.

Firemen  responding  to  an   alarm  at
9:29   p.in.   from   the   Aero   Automatic
Fire  Alarm  System  discovered  a  blaze
on  a  loading  dock  at  the southwest  cor-
ner  of  the  plant.  The  flames  were  con-
fined to three large shipping boxes near
one   of   the   main   buildings.   The   fire
fighters  then turned  their  attention  to  a
smaller fire on a trailer bed in the yard.

A   five-gallon   can   of   gasoline   was
found   near  the   loading  dock,   leading
the  police  to  believe  that  the  fires  were
the work of an arsonist,  possibly an em-
ployee  who  had been  discharged earlier
that day.

The   management   reported   that   the
loss amounted  to  about  $2,000.

AER0 ALARM SAVES MILL
Fast Action Prevents IIeowy Loss
After Heater Ignites Workbench
Prompt  operation  of  the  ADT  Aero

Automatic  Fire  Alarm  System  installed
in  the  premises  of  the  Brown  Brothers
Sash & Door Company of Houston saved

Charred but still in service

the  concern  f rom  heavy  damage  when
fire  broke   out  on  the  morning  of  Oc-
tober  6.

The  outbreak  occurred  when  an  elec-
tric   hot   plate,   left   with   the   current
turned  on  when  the  plant  closed  bn rthe
previous  evening,  ignited  the  bench  on
which it was placed.

The   Aero   System   operated   at   4:10
a.in.  Central  Station  operators  immedi-
ately  notified the fire department  which
made fast time  in reaching the building
and  extinguishing  the fire.

The  loss  was  estimated  at  $160.

BOILER  BLAST  I)ETECTED
When    ADT    guards   Ramsden    and

Holmes recently  responded to  a burglar
alarm  from  a  Minneapolis  auto  acces-
sory  concern,  they  discovered  that  the
alarm had been caused by an explosion.

Arriving  at  the  premises  of  Gamble-
Skogmo,  Inc.,  at  8:11  p.in.,  the  guards
noticed  a  small  fire  in  a  wooden  locker
in the  boiler room. A blast in the boiler
had   started   the   blaze   and   had   also
blown  open   two  ADT-protected   doors,
thereby  causing  the  alarm  to  be  sent  to
the  ADT  Central  Station.

The   guards   immediately   called   the
Central   Station  which  notified  the  fire
department of the emergency. Fire fight-
ers  arrived  just  as  one  sprinkler  head
operated  at  8:17  p.in.  No  loss  resulted
as   the   outbreak   was   swiftly   brought
under control.

PAGE  5



FLAMES  SWEEP  SHAFT
Butlding Saved Fro". Destruction
After Worker's Torch S.arts Fire
The  process  of  removing  an  old  ele-

vator  from  an  antiquated  and  unused
shaft  in  the   plant  of  the  W.   W.  Sly
Manufacturing     Company,     Cleveland,
nearly   caused   the   destruction   of   the
building  by  fire  a  short  time  ago.

A  workman  in  the  pit  was  doing his
part  in  the  dismantling  with  a  cutting
torch  when  suddenly  the  thick  accumu-
lation of grease which lined the wooden
shaft   ignited.   Flames   roared   up   the
vertical  channel  to  the  roof  and  flames
shot  out   for  a   distance  of  thirty  feet
into  two  rooms  of  the  all-frame  build-
ing.

Panic-stricken,     employees     grabbed
hand fire extinguishers which were futile
on a blaze of such  proportions.  Finally,
realizing  they   were  helpless,   someone
grabbed  a  telephone  to  call  the  fire  de-
partment,  but  in  his  excitement  could
not get the right number.

At this moment, fortunately, the ADT
Manual Fire Alarm Box on the wall was
remembered.  Within  a  few  minutes  the
fire  department  was  on  hand.  The  fire-
men  worked  feverishly  for  thirty  min-
utes  and  finally  checked  the  advanced
fire  which  was   feeding  with   gusto  on
the  grease-soaked  timbers.

Damage to t.he building was estimated
at  $4,000,  but  N.   W.   Hilliker,   works
manager  of  the  factory,  stated  that  the
entire   building   would   have   been   de-
stroyed   had   not   the   ADT   Box   been
pulled,  enabling  the  fire  department  to
arrive   when   it   did.

WATCHMEN

WATCIIMAN  FOUND  DI]AD
ADT guards who rushed to an Akron,

Ohio,   plant   recently   when   the   watch-
man failed to  signal the  Central  Station
found  him  dead  of  a  heart  attack.

The watchman telephoned the Central
Station   at   12:15,   stating  that   he   was
about  to   leave  the  premises  in  search
of his  cat.  At  12:30 he reported  that all
was well.

At   1:00  a.in.  the  watchman's  sched-
uled  signal  failed  to  come  in  and  ADT
guard  L.  M.  Johnson  was  dispatched  to
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investigate.   When   the   guard   reported
that  he  was  unable  to  gain  entrance  to
the  .warehouse,  the  superintendent  was
contacted and authorized  forcing a win-
dow.

Another  guard  and  police  were  sent
to  the  scene  and  entry  was  effected  at
about   2:00   a.in.   Guard   Johnson   dis-
covered  the  body  of  the  watchman  on
the rest room floor.

TRApl.HD  IN  ELHVATOR
When  a  Milwaukee  watchman  failed

to  signal  the  completion  of  his  5  p.in.
round  on a  recent night,  an ADT guard
rushed  to  the  building  and  discovered
the  man  trapped  in  an  elevator  stalled
between  the  first  and  second  floors.a

The guard quickly summoned the fire
department which removed a plate f Tom
the  top   of  the  elevator  and  freed  the
watchman, 60-year-old Charles Strzemp-
kowski.

0 R a A N I Z AT I 0 N

I.ICK  SPAMER  RETIRES

The    Benefit    Fund    Committee    an-
nounces   the   retirement   on   pension   of
Richard  F.   Spamer   of  the   New   York

Engineering   Department,   effective   Oc-
tober  2.

Mr.    Spamer,    who    specialized    on
sprinkler   supervisory   equipment,   had
been  a  member  of  the  ADT  Organiza-
tion  in New York since  October 1,  1926.

QUARTI£H-CIENTUItY   AWAHI}S
During  September,  October  and  iNo-

vember   the   following  ADT   personnel
were    awarded    diamond    emblems    in
token  of twenty-five  years of  continuous
service :

M. W. ANGELo, Hartford, Plant
T. BRENNAN, Long Island City, Plant
N. CAVANAH, New York, Plant
C. W. CooLE¥, Los Angeles,  Coml.
J. M. ELLloTT, Charleston, S. C., O|)er.
L. J.  FAGAS, St. Louis, Plant
J. Z. HALL,  Chattanooga,  Oper.
L. E. HILL, New York, Aud.
R. F. JOHNSoN, Worcester, Plant
D. A. MA¥HEW, Topeka, Oper.
T. R. MCGRATH, New York, Plant
R. E. NEGLE¥, Akron, Oper.
P.  ROMBKoWSKI,  Toledo,  Oper.
J.  Ross, Baltimore, Plant
A.  SCHABINGER,  Chicago, Plant
F. G. SMITH, Jackson, Mich., Oper.
J.  THRoCKMORTON,  Portland,  Ore.,

Oper.
H. F. TIBERG, T\Tew York, Plant
G. F. WALKER, Boston, Plant
I. R. WILE¥, Portland, Ore., Plant

Wide-1Vorld

BATTLE  BLAZE  IN  BLOCK-LONG  BUILDING - Firermen of  Alhisqn Pc[_rk,_Pa.,
a  suburb   of   Pittsburgh,  §truggze  to   combat  foTmes  wh.ich .destroyed_eigha .busi-,
ness  establi:shmeuts  c;nd  five -drpartments  in  edrty  morning  hours  of  September  6

Tlie   A.D.T.   Transmit+er



THEROSTRUM
Devoted to Open Discussion of  Protection Problems

IS  YOUR  IIEATER  A  IIAZARD?
When the Termperatwre Drops9 Fi,re Losses Cli:in,b Because
Property Owners Neglect to Care For Heating Eqiwiprmerit

By  Rol  8.  WooLLE¥
The  heat's  on!  If  you  didn't  know  it

before,  you  can tell it by the fire losses.
They're  on  the  way  up!   In  firehouses
men are breaking out their woolens, ear
flaps,   skid   chains   and   antifreeze.   In
insurance  offices  actuaries  are  recording
the mounting toll of lives and property.
In   homes,   offices   and   factories   smart
people  are  keeping  a  weather  eye   on
that  old  heating  plant-or  are they?

It's   pretty   general   knowledge   that
during winter months fire losses show an
average  increase  of  about  30  per  cent
over  other  months  of  the  year.  Most  of
that increase can be blamed on the heat-
ing  plant-the  "plant"  being  anything
from  a  dinky  portable  (death-dealing)
oil  heater  to  a  ponderous  bank  of  in-
dustrial   boilers.   And   don't  forget  the
"accessories"-the  chimneys  and  flues,

the  hot   ashes;   they  all   share   in  that
loss increase.

In   the   five-year   period,   1941-1945,
according   to   the   Crosby-Fiske-Forster
Handbook of Fire Protection, there were
48,300  fires  attributed  to  chimneys  and
flues~defective   or   overheated-which
did  over  nineteen  million  dollars  worth
of   damage.   There   were   46,500   fires
chalked up  to  "sparks  on  roofs,"  which
swelled the  losses almost another eleven
million.  "Defective  or  overheated  heat-
ing equipment"  upped  the total another
49,000   fires,   with   a   resultant   loss   of
over  eighteen  and  a  half  million.  Put-
ting  combustibles  too  near  heating  ap-
paratus   resulted   in   7,500   fires   and   a
five-and-a-quarter million  loss.

Oil  burners   didn't  do  badly  either,
with  8,000  fires  which  did  an  even  five
million   dollars   worth   of   destruction.
Even  the  little  items  like  "lamps,  lan-
terns  and  stoves"  claimed   18,000  fires
with  close  to  ten  million  damage.  And
those  hot  ashes  we  mentioned  were  re-
sponsible for 13,200 incidents that taxed
theT£:tb:::,:Vtiret::¥s-ta:fd-i:#ufcEft]::::

is  the ghastly  loss  6f  life.  In the  fifteen
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Press Ass'n
$1,000,000   LOSS  -  An  electri,c  heater
in    a    watchman's    room    i,s    bel,ieved
i;he  cc[Ii,se  of   this  disastrous  warel.ouse
fro.e  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  last  winter

years  from  1930  to  1945  inclusive,  548
persons   died   f rom   burns   in   fires   re-
sulting  from  defective  'fireplaces,  open
grates,  furnaces,  stoves  and  heaters.

Of course the greatest number of fires
and  casualties   occur  in  dwellings.  But
don't think that  business establishments
are immune. Last January, in Buffalo, a
common    garden    variety    of    electric
heater used by a watchman in a wooden
shipping   enclosure   of   a   $65,000,000
government   warehouse   touched   off   a
million-dollar  fire  that  might  well  have
been  stopped  in  its  infancy  had  not ill-
advised   economy    dispensed    with   the
sprinkler system.

In   Sam   Francisco,   another   electric
heater is believed to have ignited near-by
combustibles  in  an  unsprinklered  shoe
factory,    necessitating    seventeen    hose
lines to control it.

Even  more  destructive  than  the  e]ec-.
.J~

tric  heater  is  the  oil  heater-or  spac,e
heater,   as   the   streamlined   version   ,is
t;alled-and  the  oil  stove.  One  of  the
latter  exploded  in  a  railroad  station  at
Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  the  blaze  it  kin-
dled wrote off $250,000. Down in Texas,

seven  persons  died  in  a  hotel  fire,  at-
tributed to  a gas heater in the lobby.

For downright destructiveness,  you've
got to hand it to the overheated furnace
-and its  consuming relative-the over-
heated chimney. In Prince Albert, Sask.,
on  a  February  morliing,  with  the  tern-
perature  at 45  degrees  below  zero,  they
were  "pushing the heating  plant"  in  an
orphanage-and    they    "pushed"    134
children into the frigid streets when fire
swept  the   structure.   Seven   youngsters
never  made  it  and  burned  to  death.  In
another  orphan  asylum,  in  Charleston,
S.    C.,    a    catastrophe    was    narrowly
averted  when  an  Aero  Automatic  Fire
Alarm   System   detected   an  overheated
smoke  pipe  and  brought  firemen  in  the
nick of time.

Churches  are  ripe  prey  for  heating
plant  fires.  It's  the  custom  to  push  the
furnace  for   week-end   services   and   on
special  occasions,  and  too  many  plants
just can't take it.

A   possible   million-dollar   loss   was
prevented recently in a Worcester, Mass.,
warehouse when an ADT Burglar Alarm
System operated to notify the police who
discovered  a  threatening  fire  caused  by
an  overheated  oil  heater  which  burned
through   the    floor.    Firemen,    quickly
summoned,   confined   the   blaze   to   the
basement.

What's to be done about these heating
hazards?   According  to   fire   protection
engineers,  the  first  thing  is  jnspccz}.o7"'
Check and double check-not ].ust when
the  system  is   started,  but  periodically
throughout the heating season. The older
the  equipment  the  more  important  it  is
to  make  early and frequent inspections.

And  don't  stop  at  the  furnace  either.
Include   the   chimney,   flues,   etc.   That
probing  of  the  heating  plant  may  un-
cover structural  defects in  the chimney,
fireplace  or  smoke  pipe.  Keep  an  eye
peeled  for  violations  of  safety  codes  in
the  use  and  abuse  of  portable  heaters,
particularly  the  wick  type.  Treat  sala-
manders    with    suspicion-they're    a
chronic source of trouble.

`The*` dirty heating plant is a dcz73gcroz4s
i

-£j:¥pr:@i!`ues::.`inLis|s.Tai|r.onpe.rfpv|eannt:I:::;

from  ,dbmbustibles  and  the  scorning  of
all   makeshift   and  wooden   receptacles
for  ashes[rthese  are  soiind  preventive
measures'`.T  And  where  there's  a  life  haz-
ard  or valuable  property  at  risk-play
really  safe-install  automatic  detection
and  extinguishing systems !
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Fire Alarm  Service, which checks the watchman's patrols, investigates fail-
ures to signal, provides necessary aid, and supplies means for summoning the

police and fire departments and other emergency forces. In addition, ADT fur-
nishes the following ¢zz¢o77z¢Jz.c services to reinforce watchmen in the performance

of their duties and to protect properties where no watchmen are employed.

Sprinkler  Supervisory  and   Walerflow  Alarm  Service,  Automatic  F=ire   Deleclion   and  Alarm
Service,  Au[oma[ic  Smoke  Deleclion   and   Alarm   Service,   Automatic   Healing   and   Industrial

Process  Supervisory Service,  Burglar Alarm  Service.  Write for information.
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CENTRAL      STATIONS      IN      ALL       PRINCIPAL       CITIES      OF      THE       UNITED       STATES


