


•LETTERS.

Unfailing Zeal
AMERICAN  DISTRICT  TELEGRAPH  CO.:

Your unfailing zeal in  quickly answer-
ing  every  alarm  from  our  premises, how-
ever  trivial,  surely  guarantees  the  main-
tenance of protection night and day when
the place is closed. In other words, it has
been  our  experience  that  your  company
spares   no   expense   or   inconvenience   in
accomplishing  100%  protection.

W.  G.  LARRIMORE

Muellers  Automotive  Service
Jersey  City,  N.  J.

Recommends  Services
AMERICAN  DISTRICT  TELEGRAPH  CO.:

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to
compliment   you   on   your   efficient   and
thoroughly   reliable   services,   and   take
great  pleasure  in  recommending  A.D.T.
protection  to  anyone  requiring  such  ser-
vices.

H.  TROCKMAN

General  Waste  Products,  Inc.
Evansville,  Ind.

IIeartfe]t Thanks
AMERICAN  DISTRICT  TELEGRAPH  CO.:

Please  accept  our  heartfelt  thanks  for
the   excellent   cooperation   you   extended
on  the morning o£ January 5.

As  the  result  of  your  fine  cooperation,
the man who  broke into  our window was
arrested  and  all  the  merchandise  he  had
stolen  was  recovered.

Your service has been excellent, and we
feel it  only  I air to  acknowledge this  fact.

A.  A.  ARONSoN
MGunger

Kay  Jewelry  Company
Lynn,  Mass.

On  The  Covet.
Buffalo,    N.    Y.,    patrolmen,    Michael

Motarpole, doing the driving, and Anthony
Stachowski  found  a  novel way  to  "pound
the pavement" when snowdrifts made foot-
work  tricky.  They  borrowed  the rig  from
a  local  poultry  dealer.

A   NATION-WIDE
0 R CAN I ZAT I a N
The  American   District  Telegraph   Com.
pany  (A.D.T.),  founded  1873,  is  the  only
nation-wide  organization  specializing  ex-
clusively   in   electric  protection  services.

A.D.T.   Central  Stations   serve  upward
of  32,000   subscribers   in  350  municipali-
ties  from  coast  to  coast.   The  aggregate
property  values  protected  by  A.D.T.  ex-
ceed    twenty-two    billion    dollars.     This
figure does not include the values of cash
and  securities  in  the  U.S.  Treasury,  U.S.
Mints,   Federal   Reserve    Banks   and
branches,  thousands  of  banks  throughout
the  country,  or  the  U.S.  bullion  deposi-
tories  at  Fort  Knox  and  West  Point,  all
of   which   elnploy   one   or   more   A.D.T.
Protection  Services.

SPRINKLER   SUPERVISORY   AND   WATERFLOW
ALARM:     Makes   the   sprinkler   an   auto-
liiatic   fire   alarln.   Electrically  supervises
all  vital  parts  of  the  sprinkler  system.

AERO    AUTOMATIC    FIRE     DETECTING    AND
ALARM    S¥sTEM:     Detects   fire   and   sum-
nions   fire   department   automatically.

WATCHMAN     SUPERVISORY     AND     MANUAL
FIRE  ALARM:   Watchman's  patrol  stations
are  electrically  connected  with  the  Cen-
tral   Station,  which   investigates  any  fail-
ure to signal on time. Manual Fire Alarm
Boxes  provide  means  to  summon  the  fire
department  quickly and accurately.

BURGLAR  ALARM:   Any  unlawful  entry  or
irregular    opening   is   automatically   de-
tected   and   immediately   investigated   by
A.D.T.   guards   with   police   cooperation.

HOLI)Up  ALARM:    Provides  means  for  se-
cretly summoning police in case of attack
by  bandits  or  other  emergency.

INVISIBLE   RAY    (PHOTOELECTRIC)   ALARM:
Protective  medium  is  beam  of  invisible
light.   For  boundary  protection,  parallel-
ing fences, and for any open areas indoors
Or   Out.

TELAppROACH:    Surrounds   safe   or   metal
cabinet  with  a  field  of  radio  waves.   Ap.
proach of any person within the electrical
field results in an alarm.

HEATING  SYSTEM   SUPERVIsloN:    Automat.
ically detects  and reports abnormal condi-
lions  in  heating  systems.

INDUSTRIAL   PROCESS   SUPERVISION:     Auto-
matically   detects   and   reports   abnormal
conditions in various industrial operations.

AUTOMATIC   FIRE   CONTRO]    FOR  AIR   DUCT
STSTEMs:   Provides  automatic  smoke  and
fire  detecting  and  alarm  devices  for  air
conditioning  and  other  air  duct  systems.

• EDITORIAL .

An OI.vious Warning
The  arrest  in  New  York  by  the  F.B.I.

of  two  alleged  Nazi  saboteurs`  who  had
been brought from Germany by submarine
and landed in Maine by rubber boat, has
many important implicationsl, but most im-
portant,  it  indicates  that  Hitler  and  his
gang are still making a determined effort
to  wreak  destruction  on  American  war
plants  and  all  facilities  vital  to  the  war
Program.

While  the F.B.I.  is to  be  congratulated
for  its  excellent  work  in  apprehending
the  two  in,en  and  obtaining  the  evidence
necessary for their conviction, it is highly
probable  that  with  their  usual  thorough-
ness the Nazis did not stake everything on
one landing. As in the case of the landings
made  on  Long  Island  and  in  Florida  in
1942, it is more than likely that other Nazi
agents have been put ashore else'where on
the coast and even now may be engaged in
carrying out their plans for dealing death
and  destruction.

With  this  further  warning  of  possible
enemy  activity  on  the  home  front,  every
organization concerned with the war effort
should take stock of its defenses. And since
fire  is  the  saboteur's  favorite  weapon,  a
most thorough check on fire protection is
an obvious "must" in guarding against this
element of destruction.

Central    station    supervision    of    the
sprinkler system to  give immediate warn-
ing  6f  closed  valves  and  other  abnormal
conditions is a necessity in frustrating the
arsonist  who  would  first  cripple the  sys-
tern  before  committing  his  crime.  In  un-
sprinklered   buildings   Aero    Automatic
Fire Alarm Service will detect and report
a  fire  outbreak  with  amazing  speed  and
efficiency.    Manual   Fire    Alarm    Boxes
throughout the premises also are valuable
in  promptly  and  accurately  summoning
fire  fighting  forces  direct  to  the  scene  of
the  fire.

Both  against  enemy  sabotage  and  the
ever-prevalent self-sabotage through care-
1essness  and indifference,  it is vitally im-
portant  to  continue  to  maintain  and  im-
prove our defenses. There is no better way
than   to  supplementi  human   protection
with  the  continuous  protection  of  auto-
matic systems under the ever-vigilant con-
trol and supervision of an A.D.T.  Central
Station.

THE  A.   D.   T.   TRANSMITTER:    A  monthly  news-mdgdzine  of  outstanding  events  and  features  concerning   fi.re,   burg!dry  and   holdup.    Published  monthly  by  the  ^mericdn   District
Telegraph  Company,155  Sixth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.-R.  K.  HYDE,  Editor     .  .  Edited  and  distributed  for  the  information  of employees, subscribers and other interested  persons.
All articles printed are the individual opinions of the authors.  To insure delivery of your copy of THE A. D. T. TRANSMITTER each month, kindly notify the editor of any change in address.
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FItHAK  ALAHMS  HHVHAlj  FIItns
Guards Investigating Burglar Alarms Find Dangerous
Conditions and Call Help ir. Ti:rme to Avon Heowy Ijosses

At  1:04  a.in.  on  December  2,  a  bur-
glar   alarm   signal   was   received   from
the  United  Motoirs Service,  Inc.,  in  Chi-
cago. 'When the A.D.T. guard and police
arrived  at  the  premises  they  could  see
water splashing against the inside otf the
windows.  T'he  police  depaltment  imme-
diately  notified  the  city  fire  department
by   radio.   The   fire   department   forced
their  way  inside  and  found  that  a  fire
had   started   on   a   second-floor   work-
bench  and  three  sprinkle'r  heads  were
in  operation.

Without  an  A.D.T.  Sprinkler  Super-
visory  and  Water flow  Alarm System  to
give  immediate  warning,  the  water  was
running  unchecked,  and  there  was  con-
sidera'ble  idamage  already  done  on  t'he
first   and   second   floors.   The   'burglar
alarm had bee'n caused by water passing
through the ibeam oif an A.D.T. Invisible
Ray  Device,  resu;lting  in  an  immediate
signal  to  t'he  Central  Station.

At  the  Dow  Drug  Company  in  Gin-
cinnati,    something   went   wrong   with
the   `heating   system   on   the   night   of
Sunday,   December   10,   and  the   water
backed  up  throu'gh  the  pipes,  flooding
all  the  floors  from  the  basement to  the
fifth   floor.   Water   grounded   t.he   Bur-
glar   Alarm   wires,   causing   an   alarm.
The   A.D.T.   guard,   on   arrival,   imme-
diately   called   the   salvage   corps,   who
s`hut   off  and   drained   the   heating  sys-
tern  .and  moved  all  stock  and  covered
it  to  prevent  further  dam`age.  The  loss
was  only $100.

An  overheated  furna`ce  in  t'he  Cleve-
land   Slag   Company  started  a  fire  on
Saturday,   Decem.ber   23,   during   a   se-
vere  snowstorm  which  paralyzed  traf-
fic.   The  fire  crept  up  t'he  cellar  w'all
and   licked  at  the  Butrglar  Alarm  foil
on  the  windows,  causing  an  alarm.  In
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spite   of  the  hazardous  weather  condi-
tion's,   and   the   .time   required   for   the
guard   to   arrive   at  the   building   and
then   notify   the   fire   department,   the
loss was held .at $200.

Smoke    from    a   fire   whi.ch   stiarted
in  `a  tras'h  can  at  the  California  Sports-
wea.r   Co.   in   Los  Angeles,   interrupted
the  ibeam  Of  the  Invisible  Ray  Device,
bringing  aid  in  time  to  save  the  prop-
erty from any loss.

A't  t'he  Lincoln  Brass  Work's  in  De-
troit, on December 2, the Burglar Alarm
strove  hard  not  to  be  outdone  'by  the
A.D.T.    Aero    System   which   detected
the  fire  immediately.  The  Aero  alarm
was   promptly   followed   by   a  ''burgl'ar
alarm   caused   tby   smoke   actuating   an
Invisi`ble R'ay Device  also.

LONE  EAGLE
A memiber  of  t'he  Fraternal  Order  of

Eagles  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  found
on  the  night  of  December  27  thait  'he
had   been   accidentally   locked   in   the
Aerie   (eagle's   nest,   says   the   diction-
ary).   It  was   12:14   a.in.   and  the   dis-
tressed  merdber  sat  do'wn  to  think  the
situation  over.  Mourn.fully 'hie .sang over
a  few  bars  of  "Oh  if  I  had  th'e  Wings
of  an  Eagle,"  when  suddenly  a  haippy
solution  dawned  on  him-t'he  cluib  was
A.D.T.-protected!

Eagles,  you  know,  are  renowned  for
their   keenness   Of   vision.   Deliberately
t.he   gentleman   walked   ov'er  to   a   pro-
tected    door    to    anothler    room    and
opened  iit,  then  Calmly  awaited  t'he  ar-
riva`l  of  A.D.T.  guards  and  his  li`bera-
tion.

In exactly four minutes from the time
the door was opened they were on hand
to  thoroughly  c'heck his  species  and  re-
lease the entrapped `bird.

Iuteraeattonal
SEBl.I9TUS   TTFREAT^TO   .NATI,OPAL   DEF.PN_SE=was   .his   pier   b.age   G[.  New-
Pi.:L'g;prf_a:::i!fS:_i_°w_np_£.%C3:FSJh6i.s?r£TOFfesdctff.pdea.Sfrehefo%_#e:S:WweiFP;.;ir*efrie;_n#

T                                   ,   _                            ®

the  nwhan's  greate-st  indr  insfdrledoris,  the  HCLmpr6; -ira-ed;--FJria -:I---Eiriarii;riti:i
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T~BURGLATy-I
I)EFIANT  I)ESPERADO

Arir.ed  Youth  Surrenders  After
Resisting Police for Ten Minutes
A  dark-haired,  slim,  sixteen-year-old

youth,   armed   with   a   loaded   revolver
and  trapped  in  the  small  ammunition
storage  room  of  Joe  Heiten's  sporting
goods  store  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  on  No-
vember 28,  de'fied ten  police officers for
ten   minutes   before   being   persuaded
that   their  guns   were  trained  on  him
and it was useless to resist.

An A.D.T.  burglar alarm,  received at
3:21   a.in.,   brought   guards  land  police
who  found  ithe  front  show  window had
been  smashed  with  a  large  rock.  The
boy  had  stolen  a  .38-caliber  gun  from
the   showcase   and  had  then  made  his
way  into  the  ammunition  room  to  load
it.

Police   Sergeant   Dyer,   gun   in   one
hand  and  flashlight  in  the  other,  used
his  foot to  shove  open the sliding door
to the small  enclosure.  Crouched  on the
floor,  with gun also  cocked and pointed
at   the   officer,   was   the  youth.   Neither
fired,  but  each  kept  the  other  covered
as  the  sergeant  let  the  door  slide  shut
again.

After the  door between  Dyer and the
boy  slid  shut,  the  lad  brazenly  defied
the  police  for  fully  ten  minutes.  Cap-
tain Swope .sent to the pol'ice station for
tear   gas   to   smoke   out   the   stubborn
hoodlum,  but  he  had  finally  decided  to
surrender without  tears.

At  police  headquarters  he  confessed
all,  admitting  that  he  had  the  gun  all
picked  out beforehand,  and that he 'had
planned  `to  steal  it  in  order  to  engage
in  holdups  to  finance  a trip  to  a  ranch
out  West.   He  told  police  that  he  had
served  almost  a  year  in  a  reformatory
at  Red  Wing,  Minn.  He  came to  St.  Jo-
seph  a  few  months  ago  and  had  been
living  with  his  mother  and  stepfather.

SORRY  SOLDIIER

The  end  of  a  long vacation  came  for
\a   soldier  who   wars  AWOL  'from  Fort
Lewis since Sep'tember '21, when at 7 :56
p.in.  on  'November  1,  a  burglar  alarm
signal  from  the  Sam  LavrQff.  Ipc..  to-
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bacco   warehouse   was   received   at  the
Tacoma  Central  Station.

Police  and  guards  entered  the  priem-
ises   simultaneously,    and   could   hear
the  sound  of running feet upstairs. The
AWOL   soldier  was   quickly   cornered,
and  found  to  have  on  his  person  loot
recently  stolen  from  other  stores in the
vicinity.

He  is  suspected  of several  other bur-
91aries  in  Tacoma,  and  is  being  held
for questioning.

TOOK  WRONG  STEPS
No  run-of-the-mill  burglary  was  the

one  undertaken  at  the  Longmont  Mill
of   the   Colorado   Milling   &   EIIevator
Company  in  Denver,  Colorado,  in  the
early  even'ing  of  December  18.

A   burglar   alarm    received   at   the
A.D.T.   Central  Station  brought  Guard
Roy  Higgins  to  the  storage  w'arehouse
to investigate the cause. There he found
two  men  hard  at  work  loading  a  truck
-not  with  suppliies  of  grain  and  such,
bu.t  with  an  iron  stairway  and  lumber,
which   the   thieves   were   actually   dis-
mautl'ing  from  the  building  its`elf.

Who   the  men  were  and  what  their
particular  racket,  was  not  immediately
determined,   but  the   police  confiscated
the truck and took the pair into custody.

TROLLIEY  FOLLY
Police Icar Proves Its Value  As
Faster Means of Transportation

It   was   Sunday   afternoon   and   the
Central  Bar  and  Tavern  ,in  St.  Louis,
Mo.,  was  deserted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,
the   place  w'as  closed  up   tiight  and  it
looked  li\ke  a  quiet  day  for  the  estab-
lishment.   But   precisely   at   3:39   p.in.
a  burglar  alarm  from  the  premises  re-
corded   in  thie  A.D.T.   Central   Station.

A.D.T. guards and police, speeding to
the   scene,   spied   a   man   industriously
working  on  the  front  door  with  a  jim-
my.  Obviously,  he  was  not  waiting  for
a   street   car,   but  when  he  heard  the
approaching   police,   he   took   prompt
advantage  of  one  that  happened  to  be
coming his way.

He  had  ridden  but  a  few  blocks  on
the trolley, however, when to his amaze-
ment   a   police   car   pulled   across   the
tracks  in  front  of  it.  Very  swiftly  in-
deed  were  the  officers  iaboard,  and  just
as  quickly  did  the  burglar,  jimmy  still
in   hand,   find   himse'lf   being   whisked
away to the city jail.

H.e  gave  his  name  as   Charles  Mor-
gan,  age  49,  alias  Ja'mes  Selle,  a  native
of  Kentucky,  and  admitted  that  he  was
an  ex-convict.  He  is  bein`g  held  for  in-
vestigation   an'd   prosecution.

Acme
WARM  WOOLENS-Firemen  tro[xpp  around arridsc soggy wool and icicle_s as they_
douse  the  remains  of  a  spec|acular  I gun-alarxp  blaze  in  a  Kapsipgion2  Pa.,  ovo_ol
processi_ng   plapt's   sgouring   house._  F_la[mes   s_hoi  up   forty  _and.fif®_yJee!  in. .be-a#m#ka6n°LdErosfsffkyn°gths£.=`c:.I,nfal#3e£Qfro:oeomQenpqaun%sugoJ#°w#:aldses°t!o;heed
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WRAPPEI)  UP  IN  THEIR  WORK
Two  burglars  who  started  out  with

a  brick  wrapped  in  cloth,  got  quite  a
jolt  when  the  Indianapolis  Poliice  De-
partment   wrapped   everytlhing   up   for
them  for  some  time  to  come.

George   Harris,    22,    and   I+awrence
Beard,   20,   sma'shed   the   show  window
of  the  Lincoln  State  Pawners,  Inc.,  in
Indianapolis   on  December  30.  Within
two    minutes   t'hey   had    stuffed   t'heir
pocke'ts   with   $572   worth   of   jewelry,
cons'isting   of   wrist   watches   and   cuff
links,  'but   all   to   no   avail,  .for   before
they  had  time  to  get  away,  the  police
were  on  the  scene  and  had  the  situa-
tio'n w.ell in hand.

A  similar  burglary  was  ithwarted  in
Nashville,    Tenn.,    on    December    28,
when  a  burglar  smashed the  show  win-
dow  of  the  Kay Jiewelry  Co.  This  thie'f
was   also    caught   with   the   goods,    a
watch  and  three  rings,  before  he  could
make a getaway.

WHER[E   TWO   DIED   -  Two   bake_rs
were  suffocated_on_D±scem,_bar  2.3, in tfee
hitohen--of th8 F. W._Woad_worth siore inn
OhichoTn;a   City,   u)he_n   foome5   ou.i   .gff
il.eir   escape   i;o.in _the_-bw|pin.g  .bwilq-

®

£snh8gunFt=£;mcih#i%fg.S±rfirig#!#inwehe:Se
~,

the  two  mer.  frittlaly  sought  io  escape

POOR  PAINT  JOH

A fine shellacking was all  that a bur-
91ar   got   for   his  trou'ble   in   breaking
into  the  pl'ant  of  the  Buckeye  Paint  &
Varnish  Company  in  To'1edo,  Ohio,  on
Decemlber  11.

Af'ter  prying  open  a  basement  trap
door,   breaking   and    opening   several
wiindows  and  ransacking  an  office  desk,
th'e thief  climbed  out  o'f ,a  rear window
right  into  the  arms of  one  of  the  wait-
ing  pollicemen  wlho  had  surrounded  the
building   upon   receipt  of  the   burglar
a,Iarm.

He  had  taken  t'wo  small  purs`es  from
an. office  desk,  which  he  dropped  when
trying   to   escape.   Tliey   contained   but
a   few  old   coins  and  were   practically
worthless,   so   he   w.as   fooled   on   both
counts.

The  'burglar,  James  E.  Pounds,  aged
18,  was  ,bound  over  to  the  grand  jury
on   $500  bond  to  answer  a  charge  of
breaking  and  entering.

FAILED  TO  REFORM

A young man of nineteen with a long
reform  school  record  graduated  to  the
city  jail  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  on  No-
vem'ber  10.

A.D.T.   guards   and   police   who   ar-
rived  at  the  Goldstein  Brothers  jewelry
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store   in   answer   to   a   burglar   alarm,
found   the   front   show   window   com-
pletely  shattered.  A taxi  driver  said  he
saw  a  man  smash  it  and  run  down the
street.  The  culprit  was  soon  overtaken
and  arrested.  He  had  stolen  one  watch
which  was   returned  to  the  store.   The
broken  window  was  the  only  loss.

FIREMEN  KEPT  BUSY
Blae\es    Break    Out    in    Dept.
S.ore  on  Three  Suecesstve  Day.s

On  three  days  in  succession  during
December,   the   St.   Paul   Fire   Depart-
ment   responded   to   water flow   alarms
from    t.he    Go'liden    Rule    Department
Store.  Each  of  the  outbreaks  was  han-

1    dled   so   successfully  by   the  automatic
sprin'kler  system  and  the  firemen,  that
the  total  loss  to  buildin.g  and  contents
was  only $750.

The  first  fire,  on  December  26,  was
in  a  paper  c'hute.   A  deluge  valve  set
water   pouring   from   seven   sprinkler
heads.   The   smoke   and   water   damage
caused  a  $500  loss.   On  the  following
day  an  ovetheated  motor  in  a  ventilat-
ing   shaft   fused   one   sprinkler   head.
Loss  $50.  The  third  fire,  on  December
28,   was  in  the  shoe  department  stock
room  where  a  $200  loss  occurred  when
someone    carelessly    tosLced    a    lighted
cigarette  into  some  papers  and  set  off
the  sprinklers.

In  each  case  the  fire  department  was
called  to  the  scene  by  an  A.D.T.  water-
flow  alarm.

Press Assochathon
HARLEM   FIRE-Two   fremgr   were.
c#efo£.3£a.gn%ofe?h:.P,ofhaons.dep.Edo£
while  tihiey  u]ere  fi_ghiing   a  I our-aharm
fro  quhich  swe_pc  th_i~s  .sin-stor.y  storag^e-WTAaz;tohn#osobetfh#g£##:Co°bEde:ygSsu#hk9eei

WELDERS  START  FIRES

Welders   working  in   a  beef   storage
room  on  the  four'th  floor  of  a  building
at  tlhe  plant  of  the  Omaha  Cold  Stor-
age   Company,   Omaha,   N'eb.,   allowed
some  of the sparks to fall  on the paraf-
fine  wrappings  of  the  ii]eat  and  started
an  impromptu  barbeque  on  Decem'ber
18.    Tlhe    affair    ended,    however,    as
quickly as it started, for three sprink'ler
heads  opened  and  quenched  the  blaze.
Firemen  called  by  an  A.D.T.  water flow
alarm did t`he cleaning up. The loss was
exceedingly  light.

Carelessness  in  welding  was  also  the
cause  of  a  fire  on  December  14  at  the
Lambert  Transfer  Co'mpany,  Minneap-
olis,  Minn.,  when  a  workman  welding
a bracket  on the side of a truck set the
vehicle    afl`ame.     Firemen    summoned
automaitically   by   the   Aero   Automiatiic
Fire  Alarm   got  the  blaze  under  con.
trol  and  confined the damage chiefly to

• the  truck -and  nearby . the.lves....-.-...-.
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POWER INTERRUPTEI)
A  fire  in  an  electric  sub-station  in-

terrup'ted  the  power  in  the  downtown
district  of  'Gharleston,  S.  C.,  for  more
t'han   an   hour   on   December   19.   The
flames    were    quickly    brought    under
control   and   extinguished   by   firemen
responding  to  an  A.D.T.  manual  alarm
sent in  by  a  station  employee.

The  fi're  broke  out  at  7:08  p.in.   as
the   result   of   a   burning   cable   which
dropped   on   some  waste   paper  in  the
turbine  room.  The  flames  were  spread-
ing  w'hen  the  fire  department  arrived,
but  efficient  work  by  the  firemen  pre-
vented  any  extensive  damage.  The  loss
was est'imated at $1,000.

Anotiher  powerhouse  fire  which  was
effectively   handled   s'tarted   in   an   air
conditioning  unit  at  No.   2  turbine  in
No.  2  powerhouse  at  the  Hooker  Elec-
tro   Chemical   Co.,   Buffa'lo,   N.   Y.,   on
Decem,ber  20.

Employees   used   hand   extiinguishers
on  the  flames  until  the  firemen  arrived
in  re'sponse  to  an  A.D.T.  manual  alarm
sent in at 4:14 a.in.  One 21/2" hose line
and  one  booster  line  were  required  to
completely  kill  the  outbreak  which  did
damage figured at Sl,500.

ARSONIST  APPREHENDED
Thomas   Fraser,   w'ho  was   employed

by   the   'Cunningham   Drug   Company,
Dctroit,  Mich.,  is  being  held  by  police
on   a   charge   of   arson   for   allegedly
stalting  a  fire  in  the  company's  ware-
house on November 14.

The  blaze  'broke  out  in  a  shredded
paper  him  on  the  second  floor  and  wats
finally  put  out  by  the  automatic  sprin-
kler  system  and  firemen  responding  to
an A.D.T.  water flow alarm.

According  to  the  police,   Fraser  ad-
mitted  that  he  set  tlhe  paper  afire,  say-
ing  ,that  he  was  motivated  by  dissatis-
faction  with his  jo'b.

AERO  IN  ACTION
Terr'e    Haute    firemen    made    quic'k

work   of   extinguishing   a   fire   which
broke  out  in  some  wa'ste  paper  in  the
building  of  the  M.  D.  Cohen  Company
(junk  land  'salvage  furs  and  'hides)   at
1:58  p.in.  on  Sunday,  Decembe'r  3.

The  fire was  so  quickly  detected  and
reported  `by  the  Aero  Automa.tic  Fire
Alarm  that  i't  was  put  out  before  any

P`^GE  6

material   damage   could  be   done.   The
cause is unknown.

"No  damage"  also  was  reported  in  a

fire   which   started   in   the   la'dies'   rest
room   at  the   Broadway   Food   Market,
Houston,  Texas,  on  December  12.  Here
the Aero  system gave 't'he alar'm in  time
for  employee's  to  rus,h  in  and  subdue
the  flames   before  the  fire   department
arrived.

E__WATCHMEN    _I
ROUND  AND  GAGGIID

Bandits Beat Up Watch:in,an But
Fcirl  in   Attack  on  Office   Saf es

When   t'he   watchman   at   the   Ogden
Troy  Laundry  and  Dry  Cleaners  failed
to  signal  the  A.\D.T.  Central  Station  at
the   start   of  his   11:00  p.in.   round   on
December  1,  1944,  Guard  W.  T.  Sout'h
went to the plant to investigate. He ham-
mered  on  the  windows  and  front  doors
but   could   get   no   response.   After   a
short  time  he  heard  a  muffled  cry  and
what  sounded  like  instructions  to  go  to
the  rear  door.  This  he  did,  and  found
the   watchman   lying   securely   gagged
and bound  upon  a  stack 'o'f  soiled  laun-
dry.

Guard   South   untied   the   watc'hman,
removed  the  gag  and  called  the  police.

The  watchman  had  'been  struck  on  the
head  by  a  blunt  instrument  and  had
been  unconscious  until   a  few  miinutes
before  the  A.D.T.  guard  ,arrived  at  the
plant.   He  explaine'd  that  shortly  after
he had  completed his  10:00 p.in.  round
two   men   had   entered  t'he   plant,   tied
him up and beat him with a large spike
maul,   took   $35   from  hi's   pocket  and
then   continued  to  beat  him  about  t'he
head  until  he  lost  consciousne'ss.

)Investiigation  developed  that  the  'bur-

glars  had  knocked the combinations off
of  two  safes  in  the  laundry  offi'ce.  T'hey
had  abandoned their work on the safes,
however,  an'd  had  not  reached  t'he  con-
tents.

The  watchman  was  taken  to  a  hospi-
tal    for   treatment    and    was    released
within  a  week  with  the  assurance  that
he  would  suffer  no  ill  effects.

`0RGANEZATI0N

RETIREI)
Ronald  M.  Giffen,  service  supervisor

of  the  Boston,  Ma`ssachusetts,  offiice  has
been   retired   on   `pension   effective  No-
vember 24,  1944.

Mr.    Giffen   is   retiring   with   more
than  thirty-ieight  years  of  faithful  serv-
ice-,  having  joined  the  company  in  Oc-
to'ber,  1906.

Iuternational
P.OLE:_  F.4CTO_R[.I   AFIRE-TFis   three-ghar_rm   blaze  Tprfroed_  tb?   holiday   sioch   ofi.he  Sle|lin.g  Do_I.I  go.I.on  the  sevapth  ftgor  of   a  loft  building   on 'West  22r.a
S.tr.ee.  .in  New  York.  F.Iarmes  erupied  gi -apou_i  -1:00  p'.in.  on  Ddcember  20,  whil,e
thirty-f ive  xpomep  expp}eyees  w?vie  pb  lunc.h._Firexpen:__le_d,  Tpore  than  fifty  'persons
lo  so[fety  through  choking  smoke  from  dloth  and  ceuuloi,d  ttsed  in  ir;akrig  dons
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THE   ROSTRUM
De\]oced .o Open Discussion of Protection Problem

INI)TJSTRY9S  FRIENI)  OR  FOE?
Despite Universal Fear of the Magnesiw:rm Fi,re Hag;ard9
Autorruntie Sprindckers Hone Proved the Bes. Saf eguard

In  the  past  year  Phi`ladelphia,   C.hi-
cago,   Los  Angeles,   Bridgeport,   Cleve-
land,    Dallas    and    other    cities    have
experienced   one  or  mo.re  severe  mag-
nesium  fires  which scared the  daylights
out   of  every'body  who  saw  them.  Ac-
companied   by   hundreds   of   separate
explosions;  Niagaras  of  flying  sparks;
window's    blocks    away    shattered;     a
fierce  glare  which,  in  one  caise,  enabled
people  to  read  newspapers  at  midni'ght
four  mile's  distant;   each  o'f  these  out-
breaks  will  be  long  remembered-and
will  detract  not`hing  from  the  universal
fear   of   magnesium   whiich   dates   back
to air raid warden days.

Meanwhile,  with  all   restrictions  for
civilian   use   remove.d   from   this   metal
in  December,  this  strange  metal  is  get-
ting  set  for  a  great  future.  Ba'by  car.
riages and bicycles;  canoes and vacuum
cleaners;   sewing   machines   and   lawn
mowers;     furniture     and     automo'bile
wheels  and  adding machines and scores
of   other   products   already   have   been
or    soon    will    be    utilizing   its    great
weight-'saving  properties  so  graphically
demonstrated  iby  the  airplanes  in  this
war.  tln  the  printinig  indus`try,  the  tex-
tile  mills,  and  other  lines  its  ap'plica-
tion  to   moving  m'a.chinery  'parts  is  so
perfect that a great demand has already
been  pent  up  behind  the  dikes  of  war
limitations  which  are  now  swept  away.

"But,"  ask  many,  "Isn't  this  stuff  a

fire  hazard?  Wtasn't  it  used  for  incen-
diary   bomb   casings   which   we   were
repeatedly told couldn't 'be extlinguished
with  water?"  And  a  lot  of  brows  are
being  furrowed  a.s  a  consequence.

To   provide   some   answers   to   these
questions,  the  National  Board  of  Fire
Underwriters  and  the  International  As-
sociation   of   Fire   Chiefs   have   lately
made   several   series   of   tests   on   mag-
nesium  ou.t`brea\ks  which  explode  many
existing  fallacies   about  a  hazard  that
has  been   greaitly   magnified  by  misin-
formation.    Two    reports    recently    re-

FEBRUARY,   1945

International
SPECTACULAR - Burning magnesiuxp
in  a  Teacas  munitions   pZc[m  Lit  up  tJ\e
sky  I or_ tw_o hundred miles  ar±d cou§_ed a
loss  which  avas  figured  in  the  Tndui,ons

leased  by  the National  B'oard  (85  John
Street,   NYC)    cover    (I)    the   efficacy
of   sprink'lers   in   such   ouitbreaks   and
(2)   the  use  o'f  hose  streams  on  them.

Briefly,  some  of  the  high'lights  from
these studies are:

Automatic  sprinhier  protection  i,s  of
definde value i,n the cordrol of  fires in-
volving    magnesium.   Tests   not   only
showed  that  sprinklers  can  extinguish
an  incipient  magnesium  blaze  but  can
keep   it   from   communicating  to   adja-
cent  magnesium  stores .as  close as three
feet  distant.

Good   house'keeping   is   an   absolute
"must"  in  plants  handling  this  metal.

Magnesium   scra'p,   filings,   shavings,
etc.,   are  easily  ignitable  and  mus`t  be
promptly  and  safely  disposed  of.

Solid magnesium will  burn, but igni-
tion  requires  su`bstantially  higher  tem-
peratures  than  wood:  i.e.,  from  1,000°
to  1'2000  F.

Burning   magnesium   itsel`f   gives   off
no  toxic  gases   (.as  does  wood)   and  is
not   explosive.   But  when   water  is  ap-
plied,  ithe  oxygen  in  the  water  is  con-

sumed  by  the  burning  metal,  releasing
the  hydrogen.

The  major  Iiisk  in  applying  water  is
the   possitb`le   contact   of   molten   in.etal
with  the  water  which  can  result  in  a
destructive  lblast.  It  is  therefore  re'com-
mended    that    magnesium    stocks    be
stored   on   slanted   floors    (!for   ample
drainage)  and in small, separated piles.

'Several  a'pproved  preparations  (gen-

erally    graphite    powder`s)     are    now
available  for  use   on  small   fires,   and
suitable  equipment  has  been  developed
for   applyin'g   the   powder   through   a
hose   and   nozzle.   lit   is   recommended
that   such   powders   be   used   wherever
possib`le  with  water  from  hose  streams
being  reserv'ed  as  a  last  resort.

Vaporizing  liquid,  'C02  or  ot'her  gas
extinguishers   wil-I   7}of   work   on   mag-
nesium  outbreaks.

Fire  in  solid  magnes'ium  pieces  pro-
gresses  rather slowly  and  does not give
off much more heat than burning wood,
hence  it  is  quite  feasible  to  approach
a   burning   pile    (before   water   is   ap-
plied)    closely   enoug'h   to   remove   un-
ignited  pieces with  long-handled  hooks.

The danger of explosions from sprin-
klers  does  not  appear  great since  oper-
a!Jjt;e   spra.nfazcrs    will    function   before
any    appreciable    amount    of    molten
metal  is  present.

In  actual  tests,  working hose  streams
from  the  cool  side  of  the  pile  toward
the  burning  end  seemed  to  achieve  the
quickest  stop  wit'h  minimum  fireworks.

Fires   of   large   proportions   call   for
prompt  and  adequate ventilation of the
stru`cture   (to   relieve   the  stress   of  ex-
p]osion`s)   and  the  use  of  an  obz4mdczncc
of   water   from   heavy   streams   which
are  somewhat  divided.  This  last  is  best
achieved  by  employing  standard  21/2"
lines   from   a   distance  which  will   not
only give some break-up  of the streams
but  will  also  afford  greater  'protection
for the men.

The  sum  and  'substance  of the  w'hole
story,  however,  i`s  that  magnesium  fires
are  most  easily  controlled  before  they
start,  not  after.  And  the  most  efficient
met'hod    of    control    is   the   automatic
sprinkler  system  that  is   (I)   properly
spaced;      (2)     amply    supplied    with
water.,  a;nd  (3)   in  operative  cord:ition
when the tine coTnes.

Re-read  t'he  third  proviso  and  it  be-
comes   evident  that   the  ABC   of  mag-
nesium  fire  control  can  also  be  spelled
A.D.T.-Supervi'sed  Sprinklers !
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BECAUSE SOMEONE had closed a post indicator valve
shutting off the water that would have supplied the
automatic sprinkler system-this Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
plant was completely destroyed on October 15,1944,
with a loss estimated at $250,000.00.

A;1 the tjl:rue of due frle 6S ouas bdieayed that ike ayahe
ow#T o¢e78. The valve had previously been sealed open
by  an  insurance  inspector  but,  as  was  disastrously
demonstrated,  the  seals  were  ineffective  as  a  check
on the opening and closing of the valve and did not
provide the close supervision required for maximum
safety.

Many things can and do happen de¢owce78 ¢.erpec¢¢.o#f
to impair the effectiveness of sprinkler systems. That
is why thousands of concerns throughout the United
States   safeguard   their   sprinkler   equipment   with

A.D.T.  Sprinkler Supervisory and Water flow Alarm
Service.  Closed  shut-off  valves,  low  water  levels  in

gravity and pressure tanks, low air pressures, danger
of frozen water supplies and other abnormal condi-
tions are immediately and automatically reported to
the  A.D.T.  Central  Station  which  initiates  prompt
corrective  action.  Water flow  alarms  caused  by  fires
or  serious  leaks  are  transmitted  to  fire departments
and  other protective  agencies.

There is no more effective fire protection than an
automatic sprinkler system when it is safeguarded by
A.D.T.  against  the  hazards  of  the  human  element.
Let us tell you how you can apply this service to ef-
fect substantial economies while obtaining increased

pro tection.              *        *        *
W;rite  f or i:lhastrated booklet giving counplete dei¢ils.

A. D.I.  SPRINKLER  SuPERVISORY  AND  WATERFLOW  ALARM  SERVICE

Confro17cd Companz.cs o/ AMERICAN  DISTRICT TELEGRAPH  CO. J55 Sz.#£A 4t;e7&ue, Iveow yo7.A, IV. y.
CENTRAL        STATIONS         IN        ALL        PRINCIPAL        CITIES         OF        THE         UNITED         STATES
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