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• LETTERS .

Fire Service Thrown in
AMERICAN  DISTRICT  TELEGRAPH  CO.:

While we  have  considered your  service
valuable   as    a   check-up   on   watchmen
and  'somewhat  felt  the  fire  alarm  service
was  just thrown  in,  we are  glad to  learn
the   fire   alarm   system,  which   we   have
had for  years  and have never had to use,
turned out to be very useful, and we thank
you  very  much  for  the  method  in  which
this  was  handled.

T.   M.   GILLESplE

Chattanooga  Wheelbarrow  Co.,
Chattanooga,  Tenn.

Marvelous to neliold
AMERICAN   DISTRICT   TELEGRAPH   CO.:

I know of nothing we would sooner pay
than for your  service,  especially  after  the
wonderful  service  you  gave  us  after  our
fire  o£  May  7.

We always knew the peace of mind that
comes   from  having  your  burglar  alarm
installation,   but  we   never  before   knew
just how much service you people can give
in  an  emergency.  The  way  you  had your
men look after our place after our burglar
alarm  service  had  been  burned  out  was
marvelous to behold and something which
we shall  never forget.

In  a couple  of months we will again be
back at our old stand, and we wish you to
please arrange  to have  a  new  A.D.T.  sys-
tem  installed  so  that  it  will  be  in  when
we are ready to again open.

W. A.  MIERoW
Mierow's
Tacoma, Wash.

Passes First Test
AMERICAN   DISTRICT   TELEGRAPH   CO.:

This  is  the  first  real  test  we  have  had
of  your  Aero  Automatic  Fire Alarm  Sys-
tem.   It  worked  100%  to  our  satisfaction
with   the   result   that   the   damage   was
negligible,  but  the  loss  could  have  been
large,  not  only  in  dollars  and  cents  but
in  production,  which  would  have  been  a
loss  to  the  war  effort.

J.  H.  RocH
National  Lead and Oil Co.  o£ Penna.
Pittsburgh,  Pa.

A   NATION-WIDE
0 R CAN I ZAT I 0 N
The  American   District  Telegraph   Com-
pany  (A.D.T.),  founded  1873,  is  the  only
nation-wide   organization  specializing  ex-
elusively   in   electric   protection   services.

A.D.T.   Central   Stations   serve   upward
of  32,000   subscribers   in  350   municipali-
ties  from  coast  to   coast.   The  aggregate
property  values  protected  by  A.D.T.  ex-
ceed    twenty-two    billion    dollars.     This
figure  does  not include the values of cash
and  securities  in  the  U.S.  Treasury,  U.S.
Mints,   Federal   Reserve    Banks   and
branches,  thousands  of  banks  throughout
the  country,  or  the  U.S.  bullion  deposi-
tories  at  Fort  Knox  and  West  Point,  all
of   which   employ   one   or   more   A.D.T.
Protection  Services.

SPRINKLER   SUPERVISORY   AND   WATERFLOW
ALARM:     Makes   the   sprinkler   an   auto-
matic  fire  alarm.   Electrically  supervises
all  vital  parts  of  the  sprinkler  system.

AER0    AUTOMATIC    FIRE     DETECTING    AND
ALARM    SYSTEM:     Detects   fire   and   sum.
mons   fire   department   automatically.

WATCHMAN     SUPERVISORY     AND     MANUAL
FIRE  ALARM:   Watchman's  patrol  stations
are  electrically  connected  with  the  Cen-
tral  Station,  which  investigates  any  fail-
ure to signal on time. Manual Fire Alarm
Boxes  provide  means  to  summon  the  fire
department  quickly and accurately.

BURGLAR  ALARM:   Any  unlawful  entry  or
irregular   opening   is   automatically   de.
tected   and   immediately   investigated   by
A.D.T.   guards   with   police   cooperation.

HOLDUp  ALARM:    Provides  means  for  se-
cre[ly summoning police in case of attack
by  bandits  or  other  emergency.

INVISIBLE   RAY    (PHOTOELECTRIC)   ALARM:
Protective  medium  is  beam  of  invisible
light.   For  boundary  protection,  parallel-
ing fences, and for any open areas indoors
Or  Out.

TELAPPROACH:    Surrounds   safe   or   metal
cabinet  with  a  field  of  radio  waves.   Ap-
proach of any person within the electrical
field results in an alarm.

HEATING  SYSTEM   SUpERvlsloN:    Automat-
ically  detects  and  reports abnormal condi-
lions  in  heating  systems.

INDUSTRIAIL   PROCESS   SUPERVISION:     Auto-
matically   detects   and   reports   abnormal
conditions in various industrial operations.

AUTOMATIC  FIRE   CONTROI    FOR  AIR   DUCT
STSTEMs:   Provides  automatic  sinoke  and
fire  detecting  and  alarm  devices  for  air
conditioning  and  other  air  duct  systems.

• E D I TOR IAL .

Why  Small Fires I)ecome I)ig
During   1943   there    occurred   in   the

United  States  and  Canada  a total  of  105
large-loss  fires,  .each  of which  resulted in
a  loss  of $250,000 or more.  This  is  an in-
crease  of  twenty-five   fires,  or  thirty-one
per   cent   over   the   number   reported  in
1942,  the  first  year  of  the  war,  in which
there  was  an  increase  of  sixty-seven  per
cent  over  1941.

There  were  hundreds  of  other  fires re-
sulting in somewhat smaller losses, but an
analysis   of  the   contributing   factors  re-
sponsible   for   these   105   large-loss   fires
gives an interesting sidelight on why small
fires  become  big.

These  include   (I)   Structural  Factors,
such   as   inferior   construction,   excessive
areas,  lack  of  sufficient  exposure  protec-
tion  and  unprotected  vertical   openings;
(2)'   Occupancy  Factors,  such   as  highly
inflammable  contents,  excessive  burnable
stocks,  flammable  liquids  and  gases,  un-
safe heating  equipment;   (3)  Fire Protec-
tive  Factors, such as lack of adequate pri-
vale   or   public   protection,   lack   of   fire
doors  or  cut  offs,  sprinkler  systems  shut
off ;   (4)   Fire  Fighting  Factors,  such  as
difficulty    of   access,    poor   fire   fighting
methods,   inadequately   trained   firemen;
(5)   Water  Supplies,  such  as  inadequate
water  supply, shortage of hydrants, pump
failures;  (6)  Delays in Giving The Alarm,
such  as   belated  discovery,  efforts  to` ex-
tinguish  before giving the alarm.

In  forty-two  cases  or  forty  per  cent  of
the  total,  Delay in Giving  the  Alarm  was
a leading contributing factor -convincing
evidence of what a substantial decrease in
the  annual  toll taken by fire could  be  e£-
fected  if all  properties  were  equipped  to
detect and report fire a!zifo7mz£}.c¢J/y.

On the Cover
As we go to press the toll of lives taken

in  the  greatest  disaster  in  circus  history
stands  at  159. The cause  is  undetermined
but  a  "fire resistant"  and not  "fireproof"
tent   was   definitely   responsible   for  the
rapid  spread   of  the  flames.  Apparently
only luck has  prevented such  disasters in
the past,  but unlesLs this holocaust  is soon
forgotten the circus  of  the future  will in-
corporate  all  possible fire prevention  fea-
tures. to  make  a  repetition  impossible.
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TOO ACTIVE ATHLETES
Indoor  Contest is  Called  Off
on Account of C`Raln"

An   impromptu   athletic   contest   was
being  staged  during  the  noon  hour  on
June  6  by  some  youthful  employees  of
the  S.   8.   Hubbard  Company,  Jackson-
ville,  Fla.  The  lads  were  swinging back
and  forth  on  a  sprinkler  pipe  on  the
fourth floor when, without warning, wa-
ter  gushed  forth  causing the  contestants
to  scatter  in  the  face  of  an  impending
flood.

Fortunately  for  the  wholesale  hard-
ware  concern,  the  sprinkler  system  was
A.D.T. supervised. Within a few minutes
firemen were in the building, and noting
the  trouble  they  promptly  shut  off  the
water and went to work with mops, saw-
dust,  and  salvage  covers  to  prevent  the
water  f rom  damaging  any  of  the  valu-
able stock.

According  to  J.  P.  Whittlesey,  presi-
dent of the firm, the local  alarm bell on
the  sprinkler  system  evidently  was  out
of  order,  for  those  in  charge  were  un-
aware of the trouble until informed over
the  telephone  by  A.D.T.

The    prompt    action   kept   the    loss
down  to   approximately  three  hundred
dollars.

n¥E, I}¥H RONDS
He knew a good thing when he saw it ;

for a burglar who broke through a rear
window  of the Tingue  Brown  Company
in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  May  14,  took  two
war    bonds    belonging   to    the    firm's
Owner.

Through  an A.D.T.  burglar alarm re-
ceived   when   the   thief   forced   open   a
protected   window,    he   was    promptly
turned  over to the police and the bonds
were   returned  to  their  rightful   owner
who  sust'ained  no  loss  whatsoever.

JULY-AUGUST,   1944

ROUT  TWO  ATTACKING  SAFI]
Burglar Sustains Serious Injury Fleeing Fronb Paliee
After  Alarrm System Reveals Attack on Jewelry Store

Two  criminally-minded  G.I.'s  on  the
loose   from   Camp   MCKay,   Massachu-
setts  made  a  very imprudent  attempt  to
rifle   the   safe   of  the   Prudential   Loan
Company  in  Boston  on  June  26.

At  2:30   a.in.  the  boys  smashed  the
glass in the store's entrance door, which
was   not   protected   by   Burglar  Alarm
equipment,  and  set  about helping them-
selves  to  a  few  of  the  choicer  trinkets
f rom  the  showcases.

Apparently,  however, they were  look-
ing  for  bigger  loot,  for  they  soon  went
to  work  trying  to  open  the  A.D.T.  pro-
tected  cabinet  enclosing  the  firm's  safe.
Guards  and  police  arrived  within  two
minutes,  whereupon  the  two  cracksmen
flung  themselves  through  a  large  rear
plate   glass   window  where  they  plum-
meted  to the  street  fifteen  feet  below.

Police took up  the  chase and  quickly
had  one  of  the  burglars  who  had  sus-

WASTE BASKET BLAZE

Whether it was a shortage of ashtrays
or  just  plain  carelessness  has  not  been
determined,  but  in  any  event  someone
tossed a lighted cigarette in a waste bas-
ket  in  the  plumbing inspector's  office  at
the  Charleston,  S.  C.  City  Hall  on  May
29.  The  waste  paper  flared  up  momen-
tarily creating quite a blaze.  Employees
quickly  put  it  out  but  not_  before  the
rising  heat  had  set  off  the  Aero  Auto-
matic  Alarm.

Firemen  who  responded  found  noth-
ing to  do,  but  everyone  expressed  satis-
faction  on  the  practical  demonstration
of  the  efficiency  of  the  building's  pro-
tective  system.

tained  a  broken  kneecap.  He was  taken
to   police   headquarters   and   then  to   a
hospital.  The  other  man  made  a  geta-
way, but his identity is known and with-
out   a   doubt   he   will   be   soon   appre-
hended.

George  Levine,  manager  of  the  store
reported  no  loss.  The  burglars  had  not
succeeded  in  opening  the  safe  and  the
few   things   taken   from   the   showcase,
mostly  chains,  were  recovered  from the
captured  culprit's  pockets.

CONFII)ENCE REWARI)ED
Walchm,an Released After Guard
Finds Him, Trapped ir. El,evator
"I  wasn't  worried  because  I  knew  an

A.D.T.  man would  come to release me."
With these words  a watchman for the

Brady-Waxenberg     Co.,     Moline,     Ill.,
stepped  out  of  an  elevator  which  had
stuck when he ran it down too low, trap-
ping  him  inside  so  that  he  was  unable
to   extricate   himself .

The  trouble  occurred  just  before  the
watchman was due to start his 4:00 a.in.
round.   When   the   watchman's   starting
signal   did  not  appear  on  the  tape  in
the A.D.T. Central Station, a guard went
to  the  building  and  entered  with  a  key
pr-ovided   for   the   purpose.   There   he
found  the  watchman  calling  from  the
basement   where   he   was   locked   inside
the  elevator.

Central    Station    operators    notified
members   of  the   firm   who   dispatched
electricians  to  put the elevator in work-
ing order. The watchman finally was re-
leased  at  5:29  a.in.,  none  the  worse  for
his  experience.
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I      BURGLARy

BANE BANDIT LOSES
Holdup Man in  the Red  After
Suff ering  Attach of  litters

It  isn't  every  bank  that  can  experi-
ence a holdup and come out on the long
end.  But that is what happened on May
10   at   the   Citizens   National   Bank   in
Hollywood,   Cal.

About  10:30  a.in.  a  man  walked  up
to a teller who was counting money and
laying  down  a  ten  dollar  bill  asked  to
have  it  changed.  The teller counted  out
ten  one  dollar  bills  and  as  he  started
to hand them over the visitor announced
that  it  was  a  stick-up.  The  teller  drop-
ped  the  money  and  dashed  away  from
the window,  but to  his astonishment the
would-be   bandit   also   became   panicky
and  grabbing a few bills ran out of the
building.

Police, summoned by an A.D.T. Hold-
up  Alarm,  arrived  a  few  minutes  later
but found no  trace  of the bandit. Aside
from  the  fact  that  he  might  be  danger-
ous  he wasn't  wanted very badly,  for  a
checkup  of the  money  disclosed  that  in
his  haste  to  get  away  he  had  left  three
dollars  of  his  original  ten  lying  on  the
counter.

COULDN'T WRIGGLE  OUT

A  wiry  and  wily  juvenile  delinquent
of  Chicago  found  on  the  night  of  May
19   that   he   was   not   as   smart   as   he
thought.

Selecting  the  only  unprotected  open-
ing  to  the  Greenstein  Bros.  Drug  Store,
a  ventilating  fan  in  the  kitchen,  ordin-
arily  inaccessible  except  to  a  person  of
diminutive   proportions,   the   boy  wrig-
gled  through  it  and  into  the  premises
at  12:01  a.in.

The  lad,  who  was  13  years  old,  soon
tripped  himself  up,  however,  by  walk-
ing  into  a  floor  trap,  thereby  summon-
ing  A.D.T.  and  the  police  to  the  store.

Found     hiding     behind     the     cigar
counter,  he  was  quickly  captured  and
put in the custody of police officers who
took him to  a  Juvenile  Detention  Home
for  further  action  by  the  Juvenile  Au-
thorities.
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SMOKE  SIGNAL
Thick smoke filled the building when

Guard  Brayton  of  the  Oakland  A.D.T.
Central  Station  entered  a  warehouse  of
the Moore Drydock Company,  Oakland,
Cat.,  at  7:43  p.in.  on  June  3  to  investi-
gate a  burglar alarm.

Considering  the  property  and  values
at  stake,  Brayton  took  no  chances  and
immediately  called  the  fire  department
from  an  A.D.T.  Box  on  the  premises.
Penetrating the clouded atmosphere, fire-
men  discovered  a  disabled  oil   burner
which  was   discharging  its  fumes  into
the  building  instead  of  up  the  flue.

The  burglar  alarm  was  sent  in  when
the  smoke  intercepted  the  beam  of  an
A.D.T.  Invisible  Ray  Devi-ce  inside  the
warehouse.

WAREIIOUSE WANI)ERERS
Equipped  with  a Stillson wrench  and

a chisel, two youths,  17 and 18 years of
age,  forced  their  way  into  the  Binyon
Okeefe  Warehouse,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,
at   1:33   a.in.   on  June   15.

Using the chisel, they jimmied an un-
protected window and entered the build-
ing, but in their wanderings through the
warehouse  they  passed  through  a  door
protected by the A.D.T.  Burglar Alarm.
Two  minutes  later  Guard  Shiflet,  enter-
ing  the  office,  heard  the  sound  of  tools

dropping  on  the  floor  followed  by  flee.
ing footsteps.

A search  of the building revealed the
culprits   cowering  in  the   corner   of   a
small room on the first floor. They were
taken  in  hand  by  the  police.  The  own-
ers  reported  no  loss  other  than  slight
damage where the burglars had entered
the  building.

MARAtJI)ERS ROUTED

Robert   Lopez,   age`  17,   and   Charles
MCGuire, age 20, of Sam Francisco, lack-
ing ready cash, decided to do something
about  it.  At  12:34  a.in.  on  June  9  they
entered  a  building  next  to  the  Boiler-
makers'   Hall,   where  they  gained  easy
access[ to  the  roof.  Then,  crossing  over,
they jimmied a trap door on the roof of
the    Boilermakers'    building    and    de-
scended  to  the  floors below.

The  two  culprits  were  busy  ransack-
ing  the  place  when  they  heard  voices.
Scrambling up a ladder to the roof they
tried to  retrace their steps to  the  street,
but   the   police   officers,   answering   an
A.D.T.   burglar   alarm,   were   right   at
their  heels   and   closed  in  before  they
could make their way to safety.

When   searched,   the   pair   disgorged
from their pockets about fifty dollars in
change which they had taken from desks
in  the  Hall.

Interna;tional News Photo
TANGljED___INTANGIB_LES-Th_is   twisted,   rrunss_ _of _ de_bris  _is   drl   that   is   lef.   of
Princcton  Universirf s  hi_storie_  forty-one_ year  god  Go?hic  GyTrmasinm  along  avith
its   col,I,ection   of    paraphe_rnalia,   _records_,   and   irreplaceable   trophies.   The   fro
which  raged  unchecked  during  the  nigha  was  discovered  ai  2:30  a.in.  and  the
foa:mos  were  far  beyond  control  wl.en  the  apparatus  arri,ved.  Loss  was  $250,000.
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NO MERIT BAI)GE
All   little  boys  like  to  play  soldier,

but one eleven year old lad of Hoboken,
N. J.  has learned not to  pursue the pas-
time  too  zealously.

Knowing   that   the   Progressive   Silk
Finishing   Co.   of  Hoboken  was   manu-
facturing military stripes for the armed
forces,   the   youngster   broke   the   glass
from a door leading into the plant from
a loading platform and was ambitiously
removing the Burglar Alarm  protection
from   a   second   door  when   an   A.D.T.
guard arrived.

The   boy   was   reprimanded   by   the
police  and  given  over to the  custody of
his  parents,  with  the  promise  that  he
will earn his stripes, like a good soldier.

Don'b I orget
to  get

A bunch of bonds
to buy

A   bunch   of   bombs
to bormb

A bunch of bums.

T          FIRE         I

CALAMITY AVIIRTI]D
Aero  Operates  When  Trash
Barrel Blae;e Spreads .o Building
Ignited  possibly by spontaneous com-

bustion or a discarded cigarette,  a trash
barrel  outside  a  large  double  door  to
the  premises  of  the  Denver  Fire  clay
Company,     Denver,     Col.    burst    into
flames shortly after midnight on June 1.
Burning  through  the  door,  the  fire  en-
tered  the  building,  but  on  guard  inside
to  detect  just  such  intrusions,  the  Aero
Automatic  Fire  Alarm  sent  in  its  silent
warning  to  the  A.D.T.  Central  Station
and  the  fire  department.

Under  the  conditions  extinguishment
was  not  difficult,  but it  might have been
a  different  story  had  the  fire  been  per-
mitted   a   few   additional   minutes   in
which to  spread  to  cartons  of  filter  pa-
pers,    chemicals   and    other   materials
stored   in   the   building   which   is   of
brick  with  a  wooden  interior  and  roof .
As  it  was  the  loss  was  only  $450.

JULY-AUGUST,   1944

Interna,tional News Photo
MODEL-FIR[EMAN  - This  I ashionably
dressed  dall  toohs  bored  and  unbend-
ing  as  the  genial  fire_man  re_mo_ves _her
€o   safety   af€eT__  froe   d_g_praged   the   Jeep
Matou  Dress  Shop in Washjmgton, D. C.
Her  inanimate  calm would hove melted
i,n another  I ew min_utes,_ hoaveper, as  she
is   just  a  owac  model._  Several  thouso[nd
dol,I,ars  ovorth  of  clothing  avas  destroyed
by    the    bl,aze,    caused_  evhen    a    ous-
iomer's  cigarette  ignited  some  drapery.

SUCCESSFuli TEST
For  the   first  time  in   twenty  years,

Livingston  Bros.,  a  leading  style  shop
in  Sam  Francisco,  on  the  night  of  May
22  had  an  opportunity  to  test  the  effi-
ciency  of  the  A.D.T.  Sprinkler  Super-

visory   and   Water flow   Alarm   Service
which is an important item in the store's
protective   system.

Two  hours  after the  store  closed-or
exactly  7:36  p.in.-fire  broke  out  in  a
closet,  apparently  the  result  of  a  care-
lessly  discarded  cigarette.  Although  the
outbreak  was  immediately  extinguished
by the sprinkler system there was grave
danger  to  the  stock  of  feminine  finery
from  water  which  continued  to  flow  af-
ter  the  fire  was   out.

The  Sam  Francisco  Fire  Department
and salvage corps arrived in short order
and  put  an  end  to  the  threat.  The  loss
was  held  to  a  small  amount.  Undoubt-
edly  the  damage  would  have  been  of
greater  proportions if the store had not
been  so  completely  protected.

LEAKING GAS IGNITES
Welders  working  on  steel  plates  for

ships at the Erie City Iron Works,  Erie,
Pa.  were  blanketed  under  a  shower  of
sparks  on  the  evening  of  June  2  when,
without  warning,   one  of  the  white-hot
particles  ignited  the  gas  escaping  from
a  leaky  connection   and   touched  off  a
flash  fire  which  destroyed  the tank with
its  hose  and  connections  and  scorched
the newly-painted walls of the building.
An  A.D.T.   Alarm  called  firemen  who

FIRE   SWEEPS   CITY   HALIJ-Birminghorm,   Ala.,   saw   its   Ctry   Hal,l   go   up   giv
foanes  I or   the  second  tirme  in  nineteen  years_ when  fire,  apparently   ca[used  by
sponianeous  combustion,  broke  oui  i,n  a  fourth-fooor  closet  about  11_:30  p.:rm.  on
June  23.  As   the  building  owas  not  equipped  to  detect.  ound  report  fro.e  outoxpa_ti-
cdrly  the  outbreck  1.ad  go[ined  consi,derable  head_way  be_fore_ii  was  d_isco_vered  bT
a   night   jG[riior.   Loss   iMas   S]50.000   not   inchading   val,uable   records   destroyed.
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speedily squelched the annoying and po-
tentially dangerous outbreak.

AERO'S ACTION INSPIRING
"We  feel  that  with  this  protection  at

the  present time that our plant is  about
as  secure  from  major  fire  catastrophies
as  is  possible."

This   statement  by  A.   W.   Schneble,
secretary  and treasurer of The Advance
Foundry   Co.,   Dayton,   Ohio,   was   in-
spired by the effiicient work of the Aero
Automatic  Fire  Alarm  in  detecting  and
reporting  a  blaze  in  a  pile  of  sacks  in
the   core   washroom   at   11:36   p.in.   on
June 8.

Firemen who  respoiided  to  the  alarm
were  on  the  premises  before  the  night
superintendent   was   aware   of   the   fire
which  was  quickly  quelled  before  any
damage  was   done  to  the  building.

wATc"EN-_E
TAR STILLS THREATENED

Watchrman's  Alertness  Brings
Qwich End to Menacing  Blae;e

About   to    com.plete    his    2:00   a.in.
patrol   of  the  property  of  the  Barrett
Division  of  the  Allied  Chemical  &  Dye
Corporation, Youngstown,  Ohio on May
26,   Watchman  Murray   spotted   an  in-
cipient  blaze  consuming a  wooden  plat-
form between two tar stills.  Acting with
a  wisdom  born  of  fifteen  years'  expe-
rience, he did not hesitate but promptly
turned in an alarm from an A.D.T. Fire
Alarm  Box  only  a  few  feet  away.

When  the  fire  fighters  came  on  the
scene the blaze was  creeping toward the
stills   which   contained   highly   inflam-
mable   tar   and   chemicals,   but  efficient'work promptly put an end to the threat.

An   investigation  failed   to   reveal   the
cause, but it was believed that there may
have  been a  defect in the  electrical wir-
ing    around    the    platform.    The    loss
amounted to $200.

Many  miles  yet  to  be  trowalled-in,any
bullets  rat  to  be  fired-in,any. lives  rot
•o  be  lost-and  many  bonds  yet  to  be
bought.   Are  row  doing  Your  par.?
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DEATH OVERTAKES WATCIIMAN
Upon   failure   to   record   the   watch-

man's  signal  due  at  5:00  a.in.  on  May
31, an A.D.T.  guard at Columbus, Ohio,
went to  the  plant  of the  Central  Tablet
Manufacturing  Co.  where  he  found  the
man in an apparently lifeless condition.
The   guard   called   the   Central   Station
which   dispatched   the   fire   department
emergency squad on the chance that the
watchman  might  still  be  alive.  Efforts
to  revive  him,  however,  proved  useless
and  he  was  pronounced  dead.

0 R a A N I Z AT I 0 N

TO  PLAN  I.OSTIWAR  RADIO
Maxwell  H.  A.  Lindsay,  engineering

supervisor   of   the   development   of   In-
trusion   Detection   Systems   and   other
A.D.T.  electronic  devices,  whose  photo-
graph    we    published    in    April,    has
been  appointed  a  member  of  commit-
tees  2  and  8  of  panel  13  of  the  Radio
Technical    Planning   Board-a   group
established  to  further  post-war  applica-
lion; of radio service.

Panel  13  has been  set up  to  establish
recommendations on post-war frequency
allocations.  Committee  2  is  specifically
concerned   with   the   fire   service   and

committee   8   with  general   engineering
studies  of the  project.  Howard Pearson,
also of the A.D.T.  engineering staff, has
been  appointed  an  alternate  member  of
the  panel.

CELEBRATES FIFTIETII
ANNIVERSARY

On  the  occasion  of  his  fiftieth  anni-
versary  as  a  member  of  the  A.D.T.  or-
ganization,  William  M.  Crimes,  super-

visor  at  Washington,
was     the     guest     of
honor    at    a    dinner
given  by  his  friends
and  associates  at  the
Mayflower  Hotel,   on
the  evening  of  June
27.     Following     the
dinner and brief con-

William  Crimes     gratulatory    remarks
by  each  of  the  guests,  Mr.  Crimes  was
presented    with    a    14    kt.,    21    jewel
Hamilton  wrist  watch.

Mr.   Crimes   began   his   career   with
A.D.T.   in   Washington   in   1894   as   a
messenger boy. His duties soon involved
protective signaling operations in which
he has since engaged as signal operator,
guard  and  supervisor.  In  his  half  cen-
tury   of   service   Mr.   Crimes   has   per-
formed   his   duties  most  efficiently  and
has  won  the  deep  respect  and  admira-
tion  of  all  who  know  him.

'Interna,tbonal N ews Photo

ALL  HAND_S  ON   DECK-This_ _official  U.  S.  Nowy   photograph  shows  how  our
seq;TrLap  reatry _pope  i,i  or.to  a  b_Zaze_ in  _thgi_T   shi:rfs  hold.  Th-e  blaze  of  undcter-
apine4  origin  Pr_oke_out in nuirLber  froe_hold  of  the  4,380  ton freighaer, -Vernon  L.
P__aTr.ing.i.op,  avSile  she_ was_ tie_d  up_ at  th,e  HgTborside  Term_inal,  Te_rsey  City,  N.  I.
Wi,tl.  drl ho[nds manning  the host-lines the fire avas  out within an 1.or;r and -a half .

The  A.D.T.  Transmit+er



THE   ROSTRUM
Devo.ed io Open Discussion of Pro.ection Problelr.s

COMBATING  CONTAGIOTJS' FIRES
The  Chief  Has  Som,e  Ideas  About  Safeguarding  Your
Property Against Has;ards Created by Careless N ctghbors

By  PAUL  W.  KEARNEY

The   Chief   had   concluded   his   Fire
Prevention  talk  at  the  Kiwanis  lunch-
eon  meeting  and  sat  down.  When  the
hearty    applause    subsided,    a    distin-
guished-looking     member     arose     and
said :

"Chief,   I   go   along  with   everything

you've  said  about  the  responsibility  of
the   individual   plant   for   safeguarding
its  own  inherent  hazards:  that  is  defin-
itely   the   company's   problem,   not  the
community's.   But  what  about  the  con-
cern  that  scrupulously  meets  those  re-
quirements-only  to  be  threatened  on
every  side  by  the   grave   risk  of   care-
less,  negligent  neighbors?"

"A  very   good   question,"   responded

the   Chief,   rising  again.   "And   I   have
half   a   mind   to   turn   it   over   to   Dr.
Bromley,   our  Public   Health  man,   be-
cause  he  could   answer  it  in  principle
just  as  well  as   I.""It  would  be  nice,"  he  went  on,  "if

we  could  legislate  diphtheria  out  of ex-
istence,    but    we    can't.    Dr.    Bromley
here  can  mL.Ji}.mi.ze  it  by  enforcing  pub-
lie health regulations. And when the boy
next  door  to  you  comes  down  with  it,
he   can  quarantine  the  family  for  the
protection  of  the  neighborhood."But suppose that boy's  little brother

sneaks  out  and  wants  to  come  in  your
house  to  play  with  your  kids;  or  sup-
pose  his  father  and  mother  decide  to
run  over  for  a  hand  of  bridge-would
you   stand   for   that?   No;   you'd   take
every   precaution   you   know   to   safe-
guard   your   family   even   though   the
Public   Health   Bureau   hasn't  a   single
ordnance that  compels you to  do  it.  Be-
cause  the  Law  of  Self  Preservation  is
a pretty good  law.

"All  right,  sir;  a  fire  is  a  contagious

disease-and  that  same  law  still  goes.
Your   plant  is   probably  the  best   pro-
tected plant in the city-but that lumber
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STARTED  IN  A  FREIGHT  CAR-buf
ow.ith.th.€ .apatchxp_an _in  a r_em_ote_  part  of
the_.bndd_in_g,  this  firs  which  ddrstroyed
a  New  Orleans  warehouse  was  not -dis-
covere_d until an _A.D.I .-supervised watch
man  in  a  warehouse  across  the  street
saw  the  foG[mes  and  turned  in  the  alarirr.

yard  and  box  factory in back of you is
one  of  the  worst.  Sooner  or  later  that
guy  is  going  to  get  `diphtheria'-and
when he does,  are you  going to  let him
come  into  your  place  to  play?"

The   Chief  paused  again  to   let  the
analogy  sink  in,  then  sailed  on.  "Few
people  realize  what  a  large  proport'ion
of  our fire  loss is  due to  exposure fires.
This  is  because  the  bulk  of  our  loss
anyhow  is  from   a  few  big   fires,   not
from  a  lot  of  little  ones;  and  big  fires
have  a  tendency  to   go   places.   It  fol-
lows,  therefore,  that  after  you've  elim-
inated  all  the  possible  hazards  in  your
own property,  you've  got to look around
and   size   up    all   the   hazards   which
threaten  you  from  adjacent  properties
-and  provide  against  them.

"Under this Law of Self Preservation,

there   are   certain   fundamental   things
which   everybody   ought   to   do-but
you'd  be  amazed  at  how  often they  are

ignored   or   bungled.    Wire-glass   win-
dows  need  no  explanation-but  what's
the  sense  of  installing  wire-glass  win-
dows  in  owooden /ra!mcs  which will burn
and  cancel  out the windows?  Approved
fire  doors  and  shutters  are  very  valu-
able   as   exposure   protection-but   not
when they're blocked open or warped or
rusted  so  they  won't  function.  Outside
sprinklers   have   proven   a   godsend   to
many  a  concern  threatened  by  a  fierce
blaze  from  an  adjoining building-but
even   they   aren't   any   good  if  they're
shut  down  or  out  of  commission.   And
let  me  say here  that  the  fact  that  your
building   is   sprinklered   inside   is   not
necessarily  a   guarantee  that   an  expo-
sure  fire  can't  get  it.  When  a  fire  gets
that   bad,   it's   no   longer  the  incipient
blaze for which the inside sprinkler was
designed,   and   the   intense   heat   may
open   so   many   heads   that   the   whole
system  will  be  weakened.

"All  these  things  I've  mentioned  are

good  antidotes  to  contagious  fires.    So
also  are  employees  trained  and  equip-
ped  to  do  the  right  thing  in  a  pinch.
So  also  is  the  trained  watchman  super-
vised by an outside central  station.  And
so,  I  might  add  while  I'm  on  Jha!£  pet
topic  of  mine,  are  the  various  central
station  automatic  systems.

"I   know,   too,   that   A.D.T.   Central

Stations  receive a!ZJ o/ our ¢Jairms on the
ci,ty tapper whether a  property  of their
client  is   concerned   or  not.    They  im-
mediately  check  the  location.  And  if  a
subscriber's   property  is  near  the   out-
break,  the  Central  Station  investigates
and notifies him at once of any danger.
Thus   he   is   able   to   get  to   the   scene
promptly,    remove    valuable    records,
provide  against  water  damage,  or  take
whatever    other    precautions    may    be
necessary.

"It's too  bad,  of course,  that the  guy

next  door  wasn''t  as  prudent-but  he
wasn't,  and  that's  that.  Griping  about
his  negligence  won't  cover  any  of  your
losses.  And  the  man  who  takes  all  the
safeguards within his own four walls-
but.  leaves   his   rear   wall   unprotected
against   the   contagious   fire   from   in
back-well  he's on a par with the man
who  would  make  his  wife  boil  all  the
tableware  during  a  flu  epidemic-and
then  eats  lunch in some crowded, sloppy
Joe's  where  they  give  the dishes  a  cool
rinse and then wipe them off on a filthy
towel ! "
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iAIREHTAUTOMATlc PROTECTION
helps lo MEET THE  MANPOWER  PROBLEM

...has  enabled  many concerns lo  release
personnel  from  guard  c]uly lo product.Ive work
Every able-bodied man assigned to guard or
watchman  duty  is  one  more  man  removed
from productive work. To help solve increas-
ingly acute manpower problems, increase the
extent and efficiency of protection and effect
operatingeconomies,manyfirmshaveadopted
A.D.T. Electric Protection Services-the mod-

f

ern, automatic safeguard against the hazards
Qf fire, intrusion, sabotage, burglary, and the

_¢` production  stoppages  and  other  devastating
results of such casualties.

These   services,   functioning   ¢z¢¢o77¢¢J¢.c¢//y,
afford  maximum  protection  with  minimum
guard forces. Adoption of A.D.I. Protection
has made  it possible  for hund`reds  of plants
to   eliminate   or   substantially   reduce   their
guard  forces-not  only  releasing  manpower
for productive work,  but also getting better
protection  and  effecting  substantial  savings.

We shall be glad to make a survey of your

particular  protection problems,  without  cost
orobligation.    *       *       *
Invisible   Ray   ALlarae   (Pbotoe_leftric)..  P[Of|fcts
beams  of  invisible  light  across  indoor  or  outdoor
areas. Interruption of beam automatically summons

¥[#cgesg;e:s::gL:i::er;bcooun:rna::upsr:::::£r:cna,I:EeLLejtraod:;:
cent to a boundary. Entrance of any person or ve-
hicle  into  the  electrical  field  automatically  sum-
mons guards and police.
Bz4rgJ¢r 4/4rae.. Electric Protection for doors, win-
dows, skylights, etc.
Aerc;  Aitt6unat6c .Fire  Alarne..  AutorrLedicaLlly  de-
tects  fire  at  its  start,  and  automatically  summons
the fire department.
SAburt%n£Z%\r:alsL#b%getcst°§r.yan%aez.pEZstetfflo°¥#eA!8#S

gs:£Jtw£Le#rf:i:Sesdprizka[::i,ge:fre°c:i::i::::eA:i::
matically  summons  fire  department  the  instant  a
sprinkler  head  opens,  or  in  case  of  a  dangerous
leak.

For   further   information   on   these   and   other
A.D.T.  Protection  Services, write to A.D.T. Execu-
tive Offices,155  Sixth Avenue, New York.

A.D.T.   ELECTRIC    PROTECTION    SERVICES
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